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“Certainly if they had the bomb they would have done the same thing.”

“We wanted the war to end at all costs and since Japan was our enemy, we all felt
justified.”

“Uncle Rich spent four years in the thick of it and felt very bitter towards the Japs; their
cruelty to our prisoners of war, their slaughter of our servicemen at Pearl Harbor when no
war had been declared - but about Nagasaki he felt the same way I did when he saw the
terrible burns on the children:

299

‘Oh my God, what a tragedy’.

“Nagasaki was just unfortunate.

The Japs stalled on declaring peace.”
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Peace.

These are my grandparents’ memories.

They are not wrong.

They are not immoral or hateful.

Nor did they ever impart upon me any hatred of the Japanese people.

They wish for peace for their family.

When a group of people robs you of your youth, kills your friends and takes away your
sense of security, it is very hard to understand, forgive, wish for peace.

I know this now.

Six months ago I did not know it.

Six months ago my country had not been attacked in my lifetime.

Six months ago my favorite city, my home town, was intact.
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Six months ago one of my best friends was a whole lot more than missing, unidentifiable
dust.

How can you hope for peace when all you can do is shake your fists in anger?

I don’t wish for death.

I don’t wish for any more bombs to be dropped.

But can I let them be dropped on me, on my friends, while I stand with my eyes closed to
the violence in this world?

How much peace can I have?

How much peace can my grandparents have?

“I started at Fort Dix, NJ, and was transferred to a hellish place at Camp Wheeler in

Monterey, Georgia and then I was put on a troop train to Fort Ord near Monterey, CA (God’s

country) ready to be shipped out.
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I stayed a few weeks and learned all about the heavy morning fog.
There is nothing more beautiful than the sight of the lifting of the fog and the rays of the

sun, and all the small fishing boats going out with the tide.”

"Non c'e' niente di piu' bello della vista della nebbia che si alza e i raggi del sole, e tutte le

piccole barche dei pescatori che prendono il mare con la marea."
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