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Foreword

The four historical essays collected in this volume all concern the early
seventeenth century, a period when Japan was undergoing a profound
change in the way it engaged with the world beyond its shores.

The Madre de Deus incident of 1609-1610; Richard Cocks and
the English trading house at Hirado; the conflict between Suetsugu
Heizo and Murayama Toan in Nagasaki; and the relationship between
overseas traders and the persecution of Christians—each essay follows
different people and different events. Read together, however, they
reveal a common historical current running beneath them all.

It was a period of transition from an age in which overseas trade and
Christian missionary activity were almost inseparable to one in which
the Tokugawa shogunate increasingly sought to separate the two and
bring Japan’s foreign relations under its own control.

Portuguese ships brought raw silk and other valuable goods to Japan.
Jesuit missionaries were deeply involved in that trade. The Dutch and
English then entered the Japanese market, while Japanese merchants
themselves sailed abroad under the Red Seal system. In Nagasaki and
Hirado, people of different nations and faiths encountered one another
amid a complex web of commercial interests, political ambitions, and
religious convictions.

And amid these changes, people changed as well.

Some who had once been Christians abandoned their faith and
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eventually stood on the side of persecution. Others refused to renounce
their beliefs even at the cost of position, wealth, or life itself. Behind
such choices lay more than questions of faith alone. Commercial
interests, political circumstances, personal relationships, and the
growing power of the Tokugawa regime all played their part.

This volume, therefore, is neither simply a study of the persecution
of Christians nor solely a history of Japan’s early modern overseas trade.

It is an attempt to look at a moment of transition: a time when a
Japan actively connected with the world beyond its shores was gradually
moving toward a system in which those connections would be strictly
controlled. Through these four essays, I hope readers may glimpse
the lives of those who stood at that turning point—what they sought,
what they tried to preserve, and what they ultimately found themselves

compelled to abandon.
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The Burning of the Nanban Ship
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A Journey Through the Madre de Deus Incident



Standing in the Courtyard of
the Nagasaki Prefectural Office

The cannon measures approximately 232 cm in length, with a bore
of about 12 cm.

At its thickest point near the breech, the circumference is about 130
cm, while at the muzzle it is about 83 cm. Slightly behind the midpoint
of the barrel protrude the trunnions used to mount it on a carriage, and
just above the touch hole near the breech, the engraved letters “ER”
can be seen.

These are the specifications of a cannon displayed at the entrance of
the Tenri Central Library in Nara.

In fact, this very cannon is said to have been one of those mounted
on the Portuguese ship Madre de Deus (also known as Nossa Senhora
da Graga), which exploded and sank off Nagasaki in 1610.

Now, I find myself standing in the courtyard of the Nagasaki
Prefectural Office.

Cannon recovered from Nagasaki Bay, believed to have been mounted on the
Madre de Deus (Tenri Central Library Collection)



It has been nearly three years since I first saw this cannon at the Tenri
Library. Ever since I was struck by the cold touch of its cast iron, I became
absorbed in the events surrounding the Deus ship. After poring over
historical materials from both Japan and abroad, I finally boarded the first
ANA flight this morning and made my way here to Nagasaki.

The reason I headed first to the Prefectural Office is that this site
was once home to the Jesuit headquarters—the church known in
Japanese as the “Church of Our Lady of the Assumption on the Cape.”
It was here that the dramatic escape of the Deus began.

Today, the wharf of Nagasaki Port lies more than 300 meters to
the west of this location. But in those days, this site formed a small
promontory, crowned by a Jesuit church, with the sea pressing right up
beneath it. The slope descending northwest from the present office—
now called Kencho-zaka—still preserves traces of that terrain. At the
foot of the slope, beside the Third Government Building, stands a

monument marking the landing place of Portuguese ships.

View of Nagasaki Bay (left); at right, the monument marking the landing place
of Nanban ships beside the Nagasaki Prefectural Office Building No. 3



Now, early in the morning of January 3, 1610—372 years ago from
today—five men gathered at this very place, in the Jesuit bishop’s
residence attached to the church on the cape.

They were:

Francisco Pacheco, Vice-Provincial of the Jesuits;

Joao Rodrigues, the Procurator (treasurer);

Hasegawa Saheiji Fujihiro, Magistrate of Nagasaki;

Murayama Toan (Antonio), local governor;

and Arima Harunobu (Jodo Protasio), lord of Hinoe in Hizen—the
central figure in the Deus affair.

Each man, harboring his own intentions, waited impatiently for the
arrival of another:

André Pessoa, captain of the Madre de Deus, anchored in

Nagasaki harbor.

Pessoa was not merely a
ship’s captain. As capitao-

mor, he bore responsibility

for trade between Macau and
Nagasaki. During his term,
he wielded authority not
only over military matters

in Macau but also over its

BEABRBEMHE.
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The Japanese riot is
believed to have occurred
near the Church of

Sé&o Paulo in Macau.

judicial and administrative
affairs—effectively serving
as a kind of acting governor

of the city.
Map of Macau



Ordinarily, the tenure of a capitdo-mor was brief, lasting only
until a single voyage between Macau and Nagasaki was completed.
However, misfortune befell Pessoa: for two years after his arrival in
Macau, voyages to Nagasaki were suspended, extending his term to an
unusually long duration.

This suspension was due to interference by the Dutch. Having gained
independence from Spain, the Dutch were now advancing into East Asia,
threatening Spanish and Portuguese trading bases by force. As a result,
Pessoa remained in Macau for nearly two years, governing the city—and
this circumstance ultimately paved the way for his downfall.

The incident began in 1608, the year after Pessoa arrived in Macau.

A Japanese red-seal ship dispatched by Arima Harunobu, returning

from Champa, lost its wind and put into Macau. At that time, another
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The square in front of St. Paul’s Church, where the Japanese riot
is said to have occurred



group of Japanese—who had
been shipwrecked on their
way back from Tonkin, seized
a Chinese vessel, and fled to
Macau—was already there.
These two groups of
Japanese, ignoring the attempts
of Portuguese authorities to
restrain them, roamed the city
armed. Eventually, disputes

broke out between Japanese and

Portuguese merchants over the

Reconstructed model of Macau
(Macau Maritime Museum) purchase of goods, and even an

associate judge who attempted to mediate was injured.

This marked the beginning of what became known as the “Japanese
riot” in Macau.

It was André Pessoa himself who brutally suppressed the uprising.

He cornered a group of Japanese rioters in a building, set it ablaze
with incendiary devices, and shot them down one by one as they tried
to escape. Furthermore, when he captured a man believed to be a
ringleader, he forced him to testify that the entire blame lay with the
Japanese—presumably to justify his actions to the Japanese authorities.
After extracting this statement, he had the man executed on the spot by
hanging.

Soon afterward, Pessoa arrived in Nagasaki aboard the Deus in

June 1609.
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Upon learning of the Macau incident through Portuguese reports,
Nagasaki Magistrate Hasegawa and Governor Murayama—who had
long wished to seize control of the Macau—Nagasaki trade for the
Japanese—saw their opportunity.

At the time, trade with Macau was dominated entirely by the
Portuguese. Prices of essential imports such as raw silk were effectively
controlled by Jesuit intermediaries. As a result, Japan was often forced
to pay exorbitant prices or accept insufficient quantities, and resentment
toward the Portuguese had been steadily growing.

Then came this incident.

Hasegawa and Murayama could not let it pass.

They brought Arima Harunobu—whose retainers had been killed in
Macau—into their scheme and attempted to use the incident as leverage
to purchase the cargo of the Deus at prices set by the Japanese.

Negotiations, full of maneuvering
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Map of central Nagasaki at the time
of the incident



e

Remains of the moat at Sakuramachi intersection, once separating
the inner and outer districts of Nagasaki

Thus, on January 3, both sides gathered at the Jesuit residence for
what was to be their final meeting.

But Pessoa never appeared.

Instead, as Harunobu and the others, having waited in vain, stepped
out through the gate of the Church of Our Lady of the Assumption,

they saw a startling sight:

The Deus was hastily preparing to depart.
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Site of the Church of Santa Maria of the Hill
(now Nagasaki Prefectural Art Museum)

The Center of Nagasaki at the Time
of the Incident

Leaving the Prefectural Office, a main road runs straight north.
Today it is known as the avenue in front of the Prefectural Office,
forming the city’s central axis. Along both sides stand key institutions—
the Prefectural Police Headquarters, Legal Affairs Bureau, Telegraph
and Telephone Office, City Hall, and more.

One of these buildings—the site of the Telegraph Office—marks
where the Nagasaki Magistrate’s Office once stood.

From there, turning east off the main avenue, one finds the
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government office complex behind the Sumitomo Life building.
This was once the site of the Misericordia Church. The road beside it
climbs steeply in stone steps—this is Daionji-zaka, named after the
temple built here after the church was destroyed following the ban on
Christianity.

Two streets north lies Ganryu-zaka, named whimsically after the
warehouses of the Kokura and Chosha domains that once stood
facing each other across the slope. It is believed that Murayama Toan’s
residence once stood at the site of the Kokura domain’s warehouse.

Below this slope runs a road following the trace of an old moat,
extending from Kozenmachi to Sakuramachi. In the past, several
bridges spanned this moat. Crossing one near Sakuramachi would
have led to the Church of San Antonio; crossing another further south
would have led to the Church of Santiago.

One must not overlook the large east—west moat crossing
Sakuramachi intersection. Today a streetcar line runs along its bed,
making it less noticeable. Yet together with the north—south moat
and the surrounding sea, it once formed a complete defensive system,
making Nagasaki a fortified city.

Continuing north from Sakuramachi, one soon reaches Katsuyama
Elementary School—formerly the site of the Church of Santo Domingo.
Turning left beyond it leads to the site of the Church of Santa Maria of
the Hill, now occupied by the Prefectural Museum of Art.

Further west lies Saisho-ji Temple, where the Spanish merchant Avila
Giron is believed to have lived. Spending his later years in Nagasaki,

he authored the extensive chronicle known as The Kingdom of Japan.
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In it, he left an account of the Deus incident from the perspective of a
European resident—one that differs from Jesuit records and offers a
more neutral viewpoint.

Continuing westward for about fifteen minutes brings one to
Honren-ji Temple, the former site of the Church of Saint Lazarus and
Saint John the Baptist.

Climbing the cemetery steps behind the temple leads to the
summit of Mount Tateyama. It is a steep, almost straight ascent—
quite exhausting—but reaching the top, one realizes that the general
landscape of Nagasaki at the time of the incident has now been
retraced.

After working up a sweat, I took a break at the observation café of
Hotel Nagasaki.

Looking out over the evening view of the city spread below, I found
myself imagining—just for a moment—the silhouette of the Deus

within that scene.

The Mysterious Three Days

Let us return to the story.

By the evening of January 3, driven by the northwesterly wind, the Deus
still remained inside the harbor. She did not have enough crew. Many of her
men were still stranded on land. Despite Pessoa’s calls for them to return,

only “a little over fifty men, including those already aboard,” had made it
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Tomachi inlet, where the Deus anchored during its attempted escape

back to the ship before Nagasaki harbor was sealed off.

Worse still, a fierce headwind was blowing from the northwest,
while the tide, rising toward full flood, was flowing into the harbor. It
was a contrary tide. For Pessoa, there was nothing to do but prepare his
defenses and wait.

Meanwhile, Arima’s forces, centered on six large atake-type warships
and supported by countless small boats, had completed their formation
as if to envelop the Deus.

Then at last—around eight in the evening, according to Jesuit
records—the tide began to ebb.

The anchor of the Deus was raised. The spritsail caught the wind and
turned the ship’s head. A white sail fluttered on the topmast, then filled with

wind. Using the current, the ship slowly began to tack her way upwind.
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After leaving the Tomachi inlet, the Deus attempts to reach
the open sea via Takaboko Island...

“The Deus is escaping!”

A cry rose from the surrounding forces. The attack began. In the
first wave, more than thirty small boats rushed in from three sides,
firing arrows and guns at the ship from every direction.

The Deus answered with a broadside from five cannons.

After the roar came silence—and into that silence sounded the music
of a charamela, an old form of oboe. Arima’s first attacking force had
been scattered by the cannon fire. Some men, clinging to fragments of
their broken boats, heard that mocking sound drifting from the Deus.

After this battle, the Deus, harried by Arima’s small boats and by
the northwesterly winter wind, struggled desperately toward the open
sea. But that day she “could get no farther than a small town within the

same harbor called Tomachi.”
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Morte than that, the Deus cast anchor off Tomachi and, for three full
days, did not move an inch.

Why?

The next day, I went to Tomachi by bus, and only then did I feel I
understood the reason.

After walking about fifteen minutes from the Tomachi bus stop, I
reached the remains of Megami Battery. At this point, Megami Point
juts out on one side and Kanzaki Point on the opposite shore. The bay
is squeezed between these two points, narrowing like the mouth of a
drawstring pouch. Beyond them, Koyagi Island—now connected to
Fukahori by reclaimed land—sits heavily across the bay, as if closing it
with a lid.

In other words, any ship passing Kanzaki Point and trying to reach
the open sea had to go around Koyagi Island, either to the left or the
right. But the left side of the island was full of shallows and reefs,
making passage impossible for a large vessel. That meant that once
past Kanzaki Point, the ship had to turn sharply to the right—that is,
toward the northwest.

According to the records, during the three days the Deus lay
anchored off Tomachi, the fierce northwesterly wind never ceased.
Tracing her course once more on a map, one can see that as far as
Kanzaki Point, the bay opens toward the southwest, so the ship could
make some progress by tacking against the northwesterly wind. But
once she passed through the narrow channel between Kanzaki Point
and Megami Point, she had to steer sharply northwest for the reasons

just described.

20



ey

AN “‘:‘;“"&“ﬁ Wil

A nau-type salllzg ve.ssel of the same class as the Madre de Deus
(Macau Maritime Museum)

In short, she had to face the powerful northwest wind head-on.

Even a light modern yacht can only sail about forty-five degrees
into the wind. According to Professor C. R. Boxer, the Deus was an
enormous ship for her time, with a carrying capacity of some 800 tons.

Moreover, this area is dotted with many islands—Nezumi Point,
Takaboko Island, Kaminoshima, Shirogashima, Nakanoshima,
Matsushima, and others. Beyond Kanzaki Point, shallows such as
Mitsuse and Tojinse also awaited. There was simply no way for such a
ship to beat upwind through those waters.

For this reason, the Deus waited for three full days before Kanzaki

Point, until the northwest wind died down.
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Route of the Madre de Deus (reconstructed based on historical records
and conditions at the time)

Of course, Arima’s attacks did not cease during that time. On
January 4, the second day of pursuit, Harunobu tried to have divers cut
the anchor cable of the Deus. But Pessoa had anticipated this and had
moved a falcon cannon from the stern to the bow. With it, he shot the
divers one after another.

On the third day, Harunobu waited until nightfall and sent fire ships
drifting toward the Deus. But the tide did not carry them as intended, and

the attempt achieved nothing. The Fujiwara Arima Genealogy records:
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“On the following ninth day [January 5], several fishing boats of

Nagasaki Bay were loaded with burning grass, and thatch torn from
houses was piled upon them. They were set on fire and sent downwind
toward the black ship, but they did not drift as desired. When by chance
one came near, the ship fired its great guns, and this stratagem too
came to nothing.”

At last, on January 6, the Feast of Epiphany, the wind that had been
raging until then suddenly stopped as if by miracle. Pessoa did not miss
the opportunity. He lowered several small boats and had them tow the
Deus. To pull an 800-ton ship in a dead calm was no ordinary task.
From his already small crew, he had to assign men to the oars, and a
desperate struggle began.

And now the huge Deus began to move, dragging forward heavily,
inch by inch—

as if being pulled toward an execution ground.

A Battle of Matchlocks and Fire Pots

I rose at six in the morning. After a simple breakfast at my business
hotel, I hurried aboard the ferry from Ohato to Kaminoshima. I was
the only passenger. Once out on the water, the wind struck my face
with a sharp, stinging pain.

A northwest wind.

The same wind that had blown against the Deus 370 years before

23



was now blowing against my own body.

I could not bring myself to go into the cabin. Sniffling in the cold,
I stayed on deck until the end. The crew looked at me with puzzled
expressions.

The boat soon passed Kanzaki Point, turned to the right, slipped
between Kogo Island—Nezumi Island—and Takaboko Island, and
arrived at Kaminoshima. The journey took about twenty minutes.

Kaminoshima was once an island entirely of Christians. Even today,
most of its residents are Catholic. On a hill to the left of the pier stands
a Dominican church overlooking the harbor. Directly below that
church, on a rocky headland called Donku-no-Hana, stands a statue of
the Virgin Mary, also looking out over the sea. On its base are carved
the words:

“Commemorating the 400th Anniversary of the Arrival of Saint
Francis Xavier

Erected June 5, 1949

By the Faithful of Kaminoshima Catholic Church

Sculpted by Ueda Juzo”

From this point, Donku-no-Hana, the view opens wide. Looking
east, Takaboko Island lies to the left, while Kagenoo—now joined
with Koyagi Island—Iies to the right. Between them, the low hills
around Doikubi and Keikubi appear in the distance. Looking south,
Shirogashima overlaps with Nakanoshima behind it, and beyond them
Matsushima can be seen.

Through this panorama, the Deus moved slowly from east to west,

drawn forward by small boats.
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According to the records, the Deus then caught a favorable wind
and sailed a short distance. But the wind soon died again.

Then, at that moment, something came rowing up from behind.

It was a tower ship: two fifteen-oared boats lashed together, with a
fighting tower built up to the height of the Deus.

The tower ship rowed up to the stern of the Deus and seized her
with throwing hooks called sumaru, robbing her of freedom. Soon,
countless small boats rowed in and surrounded her on every side.

There is an episode worth noting here. Before the attack, the
Japanese Christian commanders are said to have inspired their Christian
soldiers by telling them:

“If the black ship—the nao—is not captured, all the padres will be
killed, and Christianity itself will be eradicated. If soldiers die so that
the padres may live, that is martyrdom.”

It is an intriguing glimpse into the complex nature of this incident.

The battle became fierce. From around eight until eleven at night, it
raged for more than three hours. From the Japanese tower ship, more
than five hundred matchlock shots were fired. Musketeers relieved
one another, climbing up and down the top level of the tower and
firing continuously. From the small boats, countless fire arrows and
matchlock shots were also launched.

The Deus fought back by throwing fire pots. These were metal
containers, made perhaps of lead, packed with explosive powder and lit by a
fuse before being thrown onto enemy ships—something like an early form
of hand grenade. The cannons were useless at such extremely close range.

But these fire pots proved fatal to the Deus.
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A bullet struck one that a Portuguese soldier was about to throw.
The container burst into flame and scattered at his feet, igniting the
other fire pots lined up on the deck. The fire spread and at last reached
the lateen sail. There were far too few men aboard. With no hands to
spare for firefighting, the sail burned down, and a large box filled with
gunpowder exploded into flames. The stern was now a mass of fire.

Pessoa made up his mind.

He prayed to God: “Praised be the Lord, who permits that all should
end with this.”

Then he ordered the powder magazine to be set alight.

Soon—

with a tremendous roar, a pillar of crimson fire shot upward. The
stern of the Deus was split in two, and the ship sank at last to the
seabed, thirty-three fathoms below.

Avila Girén wrote in The Kingdom of Japan that the force was so
great that “the whole city shook for a while.”

Now I have left Donku-no-Hana and come along the coast to
Shirogashima. Today, Shirogashima is connected to Kaminoshima by
a breakwater, and one can cross on foot. But on this day, the northwest
wind was so strong that while crossing the breakwater I nearly got
blown into the sea.

Even so, I somehow managed to stand on Shirogashima. It is
probably the closest land point to where the Deus sank.

Only after coming here could I faintly begin to imagine the sight of

the great ship, burning and sinking into the sea.
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View of Hirado Castle (also known as Kameyama Castle) from Hirado Pier

Clash Between the Dutch and
the English in Hirado

Hirado Island has a total area of approximately 165 square
kilometers, yet the part we commonly recognize today as the
tourist destination “Hirado” is limited to a very small area centered
around the harbor. Within this compact space, however, the trading
houses of two rival nations—the Netherlands and England—once
stood side by side.

Today, as we enter Hirado Port by ferry from Hirado-guchi, the
remains of the stone-built Dutch wharf inevitably come into view on the

right. Further along stands the site known as “Joto-no-hana,” where a
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Monument marking the site of the English Trading House, erected in front of Shinwa Bank

Dutch lighthouse once stood. Some three hundred years ago, a faint light
would glow at night, while by day the Dutch flag—colored in red, white,
and blue—would flutter in the wind, marking its presence.

In contrast, the exact location of the English trading house is
no longer clearly known. This is largely because England withdrew
from Japan relatively early due to poor business performance. All
that can be inferred comes from an old map of Hirado from 1621
preserved in the Dutch National Archives in The Hague, suggesting
that the area stretching from present-day Shinwa Bank to Hirado
City Hall may have been its site.

The dawn of the Age of Exploration, as is well known, was
marked by competition between the two major Catholic powers

based in the Iberian Peninsula—Portugal and Spain. However, by
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English Trading House Street, Hirado

the seventeenth century, new powers had emerged: the Netherlands
and England. These rising nations established the East India
Companies—precursors to modern corporations—and challenged
the older Catholic powers through organized commercial activity.
Under the force of early capitalism, the Iberian Catholic kingdoms
found themselves gradually pushed into decline.

Fierce struggles for dominance unfolded across Southeast Asia.
Yet despite facing common enemies, the Dutch and the English did
not form an alliance, at least not until 1620. On the contrary, they
regarded each other solely as rivals.

And so, these two nations lived face to face within the narrow

confines of Hirado. The distance between their trading houses was
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Layout of the English Trading House in Hirado

no more than a fifteen-minute walk at a leisurely pace. It was a
situation akin to living with a ticking bomb.

Indeed, in 1619, a Dutch fleet captured two English merchant
ships, the Swan and the Attendance, and dragged them into
Kawachiura in Hirado. At that time, several English sailors taken
prisoner by the Dutch managed to escape and sought refuge at
the English trading house. The English chief factor, Richard Cocks,
protested what he deemed an unjust act by the Dutch, appealing to
the local lord, Matsura Takanobu, and even petitioning the second
shogun, Tokugawa Hidetada. Yet the response was always the same:

“We do not involve ourselves in disputes on the open seas.”

In other words, since the capture had occurred outside Japanese
territorial waters, both the shogunate and the Hirado domain
refused to intervene.

Left with no alternative, Cocks lodged a direct protest with the
Dutch trading house. The Dutch, however, dismissed his claims

outright. Not only that, they demanded the return of the escaped
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Reconstructed Dutch Trading House in Hirado

prisoners, and more than six hundred Dutch sailors formed a group
and attacked the English trading house. According to records, these
assaults occurred “as many as three times in a single day.”

At this point, the townspeople of Hirado rallied to the English
side, and the entire town erupted into chaos, like a disturbed hornet’s
nest. Lord Matsura Takanobu himself was greatly alarmed. Unable
to remain indifferent, he donned his armor, mobilized his forces, and
finally succeeded in restoring order between the two sides.

Yet even such conflicts would eventually come to an end. In
July 1620, news arrived from Batavia (present-day Jakarta) that a
Dutch-English alliance had been formed. Takanobu and the people

of Hirado must have felt a great sense of relief. But perhaps no
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Fishing port of Kawachiura, Hirado / The hill seen in front is Maruyama Hill
(the birthplace of the Nagasaki Maruyama pleasure quarter)

one welcomed this news more than Richard Cocks. Having been
in Japan for six years, he had labored tirelessly for the honor and
interests of England. Despite his efforts, however, English trade
with Japan remained consistently unprofitable, hindered by the
overwhelming military and economic superiority of the Dutch.
Some officials of the East India Company back in England had even
begun to consider closing the Hirado factory altogether.

Then came the news of the Dutch-English alliance. Cocks must
have thought, “Now everything will surely turn for the better.”

Yet his joy was short-lived. In August of that same year, an
incident occurred that would determine the fate of both trading

houses—the so-called Hirayama Jochin Incident.
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Senrigahama, associated with Zheng Chenggong / Monument marking
the stone where his mother is said to have given birth to him

The Captured Hirayama Vessel

As one enjoys the expansive sea and sky of the Saikai region
through the window, a bus departs from Hirado Pier and, after
about fifteen minutes, passes Senrigahama—associated with Zheng
Chenggong—and enters the quiet townscape of Kawachi. At the
far end of this town lies the Kawachiura harbor. In earlier times,
it served as a secondary port for Hirado, where Dutch and English
ships underwent repairs and waited for favorable winds.

Standing at the inner edge of the inlet and gazing out to sea, one
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Kawachiura in Hirado, once filled with ships of the Dutch—English
joint defensive fleet Old map of Hirado,

sees Maruyama Hill jutting into the water as though embracing the
bay. In the past, pleasure houses were built on this hill to entertain
visiting sailors from afar, creating a lively scene where “music and
song flourished, forming a world of delight.” Even at midnight, this
place alone remained filled with light and noise. It is said that when
the Dutch trading post was later moved to Dejima in Nagasaki, the
courtesans of this area relocated as well, giving rise to the name
“Maruyama Pleasure Quarter” in Nagasaki.

Be that as it may, in the early morning of August 4, 1620, an
English ship appeared off the coast of Kawachiura—the Elizabeth.
Shortly thereafter, the English ship Moon and the Dutch ship Trouw

also entered the harbor. But there was more. The Elizabeth had, quite
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1621 (original held at the National Archives in The Hague, Netherlands)

unexpectedly, captured and was towing a Japanese red-seal ship
belonging to Hirayama Jochin, which was returning from Luzon.
These vessels were part of a joint defensive fleet formed in
Batavia in May of that year under the Dutch-English alliance,
consisting of five Dutch and five English ships. The fleet had been
dispatched separately to search the Chinese coast for Spanish
and Portuguese vessels, with orders to assemble later at Hirado.
However, strict instructions issued on May 30 by the fleet’s council
prohibited the capture of Japanese or other neutral ships. Only
Chinese junks bound for or returning from Manila were to be

attacked as exceptions.
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The capture of Hirayama'’s ship was likely due to a mistaken
identification as a Chinese junk. At the time, Japanese red-seal ships
used for overseas voyages were not traditional Japanese vessels but
were often Chinese-built junks. Siamese and Cochinchinese ships
were also employed. With the introduction of Western shipbuilding
techniques, hybrid designs combining elements of Western
galleons and Chinese junks began to appear. Nevertheless, their
basic structure remained that of a junk. For this reason, English
and Dutch traders commonly referred to these Japanese ships as
“junks,” just like Chinese vessels. Moreover, Hirayama's ship was
returning from Spanish-controlled Manila, making the confusion
understandable.

Admiral Robert Adams, the fleet's commander, is recorded as
saying, “We were uncertain whether we should take this ship or
not.” (Dai Nihon Shiryo, Vol. 12-34)

However, something discovered aboard the Hirayama vessel
quickly dispelled his doubts. Hidden among the damp deer hides
stored in the ship's hold were two missionaries disguised as Spanish
merchants, attempting to enter Japan. They were Father Pedro
de Zunhiga of the Augustinian Order and Father Luis Flores of the
Dominican Order. The situation changed instantly. The capture
of the ship was no longer an unjust act; rather, it appeared to be
assistance in apprehending criminals who had violated Japan’s
prohibition against Christianity. Admiral Adams ultimately deemed
the seizure legitimate, and the Hirayama vessel was declared a joint

prize of the Dutch and English and ordered to be towed to Hirado.
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Before long, the sound of
countless oars approached

Kawachiura. They were small
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The account known as Purchas His
Pilgrimes records:

“We arrived at the port of
Hirado, called Cochia (Kawachi),
situated about four and a half
L miles south of the anchorage

Site of Cocks'’s sweet potato field at Hirado. On Tuesday, July 25

(corresponding to August 4 in

the new calendar), Captain Cocks sent many boats—small vessels—

to assist us, and by God’s grace we reached the port of Hirado in
the afternoon.” (Dai Nihon Shiryo, Vol. 12-34)

The scene seems almost to come alive before our eyes. Yet the
harbor of Kawachiura, once crowded with a forest of masts, is now
desolate. Only a fragment of the old stone wharf remains, offering

the faintest trace of its former days.
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Wall of a Dutch Trading House warehouse remaining in a seafood shop

The Struggles of Richard Cocks, Chief Factor
of the English Trading House

On the road back from Kawachiura to Hirado, in the hills behind
Senrigahama, there is a place said to be “the site where Richard
Cocks cultivated sweet potatoes.” It is said that Cocks began
growing there the sweet potatoes that William Adams, known in
Japan as Miura Anjin, had brought back from the Ryukyus in 1615.
In his diary entry for June 19, 1615, Cocks wrote:
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Site of the residence of Suetsugu Heizd, Nagasaki magistrate’s deputy
(present-day Katsuyama Elementary School, Nagasaki City)

‘“Today I made a garden and planted sweet potatoes. The
seedlings were brought from the Ryukyus, and this is the first time
they have been planted in Japan. I must pay one tay, or five shillings,
each year for the garden.” (Translated by Saburd Minagawa)

From that time on, Cocks became known in Hirado for his
gardening. Various people who knew him—the master of a temple
school, senior retainers of the Hirado domain, monks, Chinese
residents, and others—presented him with many kinds of saplings:
oranges, peaches, figs, grapes, and more. Before long, his garden is
said to have become richly cultivated. It is an interesting detail, one
that gives us a glimpse of Cocks'’s character.

Of course, kindness alone did not define him. Another marked
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Red-seal ship of Suetsugu Heizd, Nagasaki magistrate’s deputy
(reproduction)

feature of his character was his strong patriotism and his pride in
his homeland. When outside pressure threatened English interests,
he protested openly, even if that pressure came from a local lord or
from the shogun himself. When he stood together with the Dutch
in negotiations with the Japanese authorities, Cocks always took
the seat of honor. This was likely because he regarded the Dutch
chief factor as merely a representative of the East India Company,
whereas he himself had been entrusted with credentials from King
James I of England and was therefore an official representative of
the English state.

In short, Cocks always acted as a representative of the honor of

England and its king. Yet this unwavering devotion to his homeland
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Matsura Takanobu (collection of the Matsura Historical Museum)

would, in time, become one of the factors that prepared the way
for his unhappy death. That, however, belongs to a later part of the
story. For now, let us return to the Hirayama Jochin Incident.

With the seizure of Hirayama’s ship, three forces immediately
began to move. The first was, of course, the Dutch and English
side, represented by Richard Cocks and Jacques Specx, the chief
factor of the Dutch trading house. Hoping to resolve the incident to
their advantage, they sent a delegation of two Dutchmen and two
Englishmen to the Edo shogunate. Their request was that, in the
future, “His Highness” Tokugawa Hidetada should grant no further
travel permits or licenses to Japanese ships bound for Luzon or
Macao. As their reason, they implicitly cited the Hirayama Jochin

Incident, arguing that voyages to those places benefited only the
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Portuguese, the Spanish, and
certain Japanese merchants,
while, in contrast, “the damage
that may be suffered by His
Highness's lands and cities is
great. So long as voyages continue
from Japan to Luzon and Macao,
as His Highness well knows, no
matter how strictly the matter
is investigated and prohibited,

it will not be possible to prevent

padres from being brought back
from those places.” (Translated by Mensia of Shat6in (colection of the
Seiichi Iwao) Matsura Historical Museum)

In other words, the Dutch and English sought to use the
Hirayama Jochin Incident as leverage, not only to strike a blow
against Spain and Portugal, but also to deal a fatal setback to their
greatest commercial rivals: the Japanese red-seal ship merchants.

In response, a second force naturally began to act: the Japanese
trade interests, led by Suetsugu Heizo, the Nagasaki magistrate’s
deputy. There is no room here to discuss Heizo in detail, but the
Suetsugu family had originally been merchants from Hakata. In the
time of Heizo's father, Kozen, they moved to Nagasaki in pursuit
of profits from the Nanban trade. By Heiz0's generation, he had
become a leading figure among Nagasaki traders, both as a town

elder of Nagasaki and as a red-seal ship merchant. In addition to
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Remains of the well of the Dutch Trading House in Hirado
(existing trading post remains)

dispatching his own red-seal ships, he also provided large-scale
trade financing to Portuguese merchants through what was known
as nagegane investment. In effect, his interests were closely aligned
with those of the Portuguese. There was no reason such a man
would remain silent in the face of a Dutch and English complaint
directed against Portugal and the red-seal ship merchants.

He first took Hirayama Jochin, who had been released on
bail, to Edo and had him accuse the Dutch and English of piracy.
Nagasaki magistrate Hasegawa Gonroku supported Heizo's efforts.
Gonroku knew Father Zuafiiga's face, for it had been none other
than Gonroku who had captured Zuaniga the previous year and
urged him to return to Manila. Now that same Zufiiga had been

captured while attempting to re-enter Japan. Yet when Gonroku
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Zufiga and the others had * **

Interrogation of the Jochin Incident at the Matsura residence
confessed aboard ship on the (from The Prisoners of Suzuta by Diego Pacheco)
way to Hirado that they were missionaries, they now retracted their
statements and continued to insist that they were merely Spanish
merchants. Even the one piece of evidence found aboard Hirayama’s
ship—a letter from the Augustinian provincial in Manila—was
dismissed outright by Gonroku.

Under these circumstances, a third force, the Spanish Catholic
missionary group, began to work to rescue the two priests. For
Cocks and his associates, these must truly have been days in which
they could not let down their guard for even a moment.

Yet in the midst of this incident, there was one man who,

until the end, did not move: Matsura Takanobu, lord of Hirado.

His position in this affair was exceedingly complicated. Hirado’s
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prosperity depended above all on the presence of the Dutch and
English trading houses; from that standpoint, he should naturally
have sided with Cocks and his associates. But there was another
fact. Takanobu also shared interests with Suetsugu Heizo and the
Japanese merchants in Nagasaki. Although the shogunate had
forbidden daimyo in western Japan from involving themselves in
overseas trade, Takanobu, together with Matsukura Shigemasa of
Bungo and others, had invested capital in Heizo's red-seal ships.

But that was not the only reason he could not act. One must not
forget the presence of Takanobu's mother, Mensia of Shotoin. She
was born the seventh child of Omura Sumitada, a Christian daimyo,
and at the age of twelve she married into the Hirado Matsura
family. For more than thirty years thereafter, she maintained her
Christian faith despite pressure from her father-in-law, Matsura
Hoin Shigenobu, a fanatical follower of Shingon Buddhism. Today,
east of the Matsura Historical Museum, there is a slope known
as “Oheya-zaka.” It is thought that around this area, in the Keicho
and Genna eras, Mensia, Takanobu's mother, may have lived in her
residence, quietly preserving the Christian faith on her own.

Unfortunately, no records tell us what attitude this steadfast
Christian lady took during the Jochin Incident. Yet since she had
never yielded even to Shigenobu's pressure, the mere fact of her
presence must have exerted a silent pressure on her son Takanobu,
even if she made no visible move.

Thus Takanobu found himself trapped between three forces: the

Dutch and English, the Japanese trade interests, and the Christians.
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He was unable to move either forward or backward. As a result,
the two missionaries were not placed in the custody of the Hirado
domain but were instead imprisoned in the underground jail of the
Dutch trading house.

Now, as for our esteemed Chief Factor Cocks, amid the various
unfavorable circumstances described above, his richly human
character gradually began to be damaged. To protect the interests and
honor of England, he had to prove, at all costs, that the two prisoners
were missionaries. For that purpose, even inhumane methods were
deliberately employed. Today, when one walks near the Dutch Wall
preserved as a historic site and thinks of the grim torture carried out
beyond that wall, one begins to see another man emerge—one almost
unrecognizable from the Cocks we thought we knew.

It was October 2, 1621. On that day, in a room of the Dutch
trading house, Father Zuafiiga was brought out before the eyes
of Cocks and Specx. His nearly naked body, clothed only in his
calzones, was bound so tightly with ropes that they cut into his
flesh, and blood flowed from various parts of his body. The priest
was placed on a frame in the shape of a cross. Then a many-folded
cloth was wrapped around his face, and his throat was tightened
just enough not to kill him.

The preparations were complete. At Specx’s signal, jar after jar of
water was poured over the priest’s head and face.

The water did not immediately enter his throat, but instead
caused him to suffocate again and again. The executioners then

struck his swollen belly repeatedly, forcing him each time to expel
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bloody water from his mouth and from every opening of his body.

Cocks cried out, “If he is not Jodo Gonzalez, and not Pedro de
Zuniga, then let my head be cut off.” (Translated by Kogoro Yoshida,
from Pages’s History of the Christian Church in Japan)

It was a scene utterly out of keeping with the sunlit landscape of
Hirado. The tortured priest was truly pitiable.

Yet when one considers the conviction that drove the good-
natured Cocks into such a situation, one cannot help feeling an even
deeper sympathy for him.

Nor was that all. While Cocks was striving to resolve the incident, his
beloved wife, Matinga—O-Matsu—committed adultery and left him.

After many twists and turns, the incident ultimately ended in
victory for the Dutch and English. Yet from this period onward,
Cocks seems suddenly to have become a silent old man.

Paske-Smith writes:

“Cocks’s diary becomes dull as he grows older. Worries and

declining health must have weighed heavily upon him.”

The Dismissal and Death of Cocks

As for the English trading house in Hirado, although it enjoyed
a brief period of activity after the formation of the Dutch-English
alliance, it again entered difficult times when the alliance treaty

was abandoned in 1622. In December of the following year, it was
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finally forced to close. Cocks was summoned to Batavia, where,

before a court of inquiry, he was accused of “lack of managerial
ability,” “irresponsibility,” “neglect of duty,” and even faults “of his
own character.” In the end, he was made to bear all responsibility
for the closure of the trading house.

Certainly, Cocks may have lacked administrative and business
ability. Yet he possessed a rich humanity and kindness more
than sufficient to make up for those shortcomings. England, the
homeland to which he had devoted himself even at the cost of these
very qualities, repaid him with confiscation of his property and
forced repatriation.

On February 24, 1623, the three-masted ship Anne Royal
departed Batavia with Cocks aboard. But Cocks would never again

set foot on his native soil. A little more than a month after sailing,
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on March 27, he died of illness aboard the ship and was buried in
the Indian Ocean amid the roar of funeral guns.

Standing on the wharf at Hirado and thinking back over his life,
I soon saw the ferry that had departed from Hirado-guchi on the
opposite shore approaching, carrying a new group of tourists.

It was time for me, too, to leave Hirado, changing places with
those new visitors.

Today, with the completion of the Hirado Bridge, one can
conveniently take a bus directly to JR Hirado-guchi. Even so, when
leaving Hirado, it still seems most fitting to depart by boat.

Note: The ferry that once connected “Hirado-guchi” on the Kyushu
mainland side, in Tabira Town, with “Hirado” on the island side at Hirado
Port, was discontinued after the Hirado Bridge opened in 1977 and

travel by car and local bus became the main means of crossing.

Conclusion

[ first wrote this essay before the year 2000 and submitted it
to the magazine Historical Research published by Shin-Jinbutsu
Oraisha. Now, as I have been organizing my thoughts on Richard
Cocks, another Englishman has risen from the depths of memory.

His name was Richard Hudson, an English factor in Hirado.

Before 1613, he was discovered as a boy aboard a Spanish ship

that had entered Uraga from Mexico. William Adams found the
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boy and entrusted him to
Richard Cocks, chief factor of
the English trading house in
Hirado.

In 1613, when the
English trading house
was established in Hirado
through the efforts of
William Adams, Cocks is said
to have employed this boy

as a servant and had him

receive a Japanese education
at a temple school.

. Henry Hudson and his son, depicted by John
At that time, the boy J b g

Collier in The Last Voyage of Hudson
reportedly said that his father had disappeared, together with his

older brother, while engaged in an exploratory voyage.
The name “Hudson” naturally brings to mind Henry Hudson, who

was exploring the Northwest Passage around this same period.
&

Henry Hudson was an Englishman who lived from the late
sixteenth to the early seventeenth century. He spent the latter part
of his life searching for the Northwest Passage.

The search for the Northwest Passage was an attempt to find a route

from Europe to Asia not by the conventional course around Africa into
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the Indian Ocean and then onward to East Asia, but by sailing around
the northern edge of the American continent into the Pacific, and from
there to Asia. Since the traditional route was controlled by Portugal
and Spain, this northern route was thought to be incomparably shorter
and safer, as well as a way to avoid danger.

In 1607, Hudson was employed by the Muscovy Company and
set out to explore the Arctic Ocean, but he was blocked by sea ice
and forced to abandon the voyage.

Then, in 1609, he was employed by the Dutch East India
Company to search for a route from the central part of North
America to the Pacific. On this voyage, as captain of the Half Moon,
Hudson sailed up the Hudson River and thereby discovered New
York. However, no route to the Pacific was found.

In 1610, this time with joint backing from the English East India
Company and the Virginia Company, Hudson sailed as captain
of the Discovery. From Iceland he proceeded to Greenland, then
discovered the Hudson Strait and Hudson Bay, continuing his
voyage northward. But the ship became trapped in ice, forcing the
crew to spend the winter there.

In the spring of 1611, they were finally freed from the ice. Yet
when Hudson attempted to continue the voyage, the crew mutinied.
Hudson, together with his son John and several other crew
members, was cast adrift from the Discovery in a small boat.

The Discovery returned to England, and the crew members were
put on trial. But the English government, eager for information

about the American continent and the Northwest Passage, acquitted
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them. Hudson's wife sent a ship to America to search for him, but
no trace of Hudson and the others was ever found.

This is what has generally been said about Henry Hudson.

&

And yet, a boy bearing that same name, Hudson, is said to have
been found around the same period aboard a Spanish ship that had
arrived at Uraga from Mexico. Moreover, the boy said that his father
was an explorer and had disappeared with his older brother during
an exploratory voyage.

According to the records of the Discovery, Hudson was accompanied
by his seventeen-year-old son, John Hudson. There is no record,
however, of a younger brother named Richard having been aboard.

Did Henry Hudson perhaps have not only his son John but also a
young son named Richard with him on the Discovery? If the mutinous
crew had abandoned even a young child, that fact would have counted
heavily against them. Did they conceal it for that reason?

There is also another question. The mutiny aboard the Discovery
occurred on the Atlantic side. How could a young boy have crossed
the continent and reached Mexico? The questions only multiply, and
there is no way now to confirm the truth.

As for Richard Hudson, the English factor, his name appears
several times in the diary of the chief factor of the English trading
house, so there can be no doubt that he existed.

In hopes of discovering what became of him, I visited Hirado
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List of English Trading House members in Hirado who died in Japan

once again. However, his name was not included in the list of
English trading house members who died in Hirado.

This would mean that, after the English trading house in Hirado
lost out in its competition with the Dutch and was closed, its
members moved to Jakarta—and Richard Hudson, too, must surely
have gone there at that time.

If we suppose that he later returned to England, then he would
have spent half his life making a westward journey around the globe.

But now, all is lost in mist. It seems that the truth of what
happened can only be entrusted to someone in the future who may

encounter this document and take an interest in the mystery.
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Introduction

When one speaks of Suetsugu Heiz6 Masanao, the magistrate of
Nagasaki, he is often remembered as a man who could be called one
of the chief sources of the persecution of Christians in that city. The
Dominican friar Orfanel pointed to Heizo’s role as a persecutor, stating
that “Heizo was involved in all” of the many tortures carried out in
Nagasaki and the destruction of its churches.

Yet this same Heizo had once been a central pillar of the Christian
community in Nagasaki, bearing the baptismal name Joao. His father
was Suetsugu Kozen, who lived out his life as a devout Christian and as a
wealthy merchant of Hakata and Nagasaki.

Heizo, however, could not inherit these two things as they were.
Wealth and Christianity—once, in Nagasaki, these two had been
deeply connected without contradiction. This was because Nagasaki
trade was centered on relations with Portugal, and trade itself could
hardly be imagined apart from its connection with the Society of Jesus.
In the beginning, becoming a Christian also meant receiving a kind of
passport to participation in Nagasaki trade.

But now the age of prohibition and persecution had arrived, and
the Christians of Nagasaki were forced to choose between these two.
Some abandoned wealth and offered up their lives; others abandoned
Christianity. The former were counted among the martyrs and beatified,

while the latter were branded as apostates, bearing the label of Judas.
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And Heizo, in exchange for the office of Nagasaki magistrate, chose

the path of the apostate.

Suetsugu Heizo and the Kimura Family

In 1550, the nineteenth year of Tenbun, Francis Xavier and his party
landed at Hirado, in the domain of the Matsuura clan.

Xavier had first set foot on Japanese soil the previous year, in
1549. Guided by the young Japanese man Anjiro, also known as
Yajiro, Xavier landed in Kagoshima and spent a year there engaged in
missionary work. Yet his initial hopes were not fully rewarded, partly

because of the cool treatment he received from Shimazu Takahisa. In

Monument Commemorating the Landing of Francis Xavier,
facing Kagoshima’s Kinkd Bay



the following year, 1550, Xavier left Kagoshima, placing his hopes on
reaching the capital.

On his way there, he stopped at Hirado.

At that very time, the first Portuguese merchant ship had entered the
port. Matsuura Takanobu, who placed great importance on Portuguese
trade, therefore gave Xavier and his companions a splendid welcome.

Xavier wrote:

“The lord of that place, Hirado, received us very warmly. After we
had stayed there for a short time, several hundred of the inhabitants
became believers.”

The person at the center of this conversion was a member of the
Kimura family, a retainer of the Matsuura clan. He served as Xavier’s
host during his stay in Hirado and became the first Christian convert

there. This was perhaps one of the greatest gains for the Christian

Monument to Francis Xavier in Sakikata Park, Hirado
(commemorating the 400th anniversary of his arrival in Japan)



world in Japan. For from this family there later emerged Sebastian
Kimura, who would become the first Japanese to be ordained as a
priest, as well as Antonio Kimura, Leonardo Kimura, Maria Kimura de
Murayama, and many other exemplary Christians.

All of them met honorable martyrdom, and together with other
martyrs of Japan, they were proclaimed blessed to the world in 1867,
the third year of Keio, by Pope Pius IX.

The Jesuit Girolamo Maiorica wrote:

“The Kimura family seems to produce only descendants who do not
depart from the heroic virtues of their father in faith, Saint Francis Xavier.”

Contrary to these words, however, from that very same Kimura
family there later appeared Suetsugu Heizo, who became an apostate
and a persecutor. The relationship between Heiz6 and the Kimura
family appears frequently in Christian sources.

For example, the Jesuit Annual Report of 1649, in recounting the
martyrdom of Antonio Kimura, introduces Antonio as “a relative of
Leonardo Kimura and a cousin of Suetsugu Heizo.” The Dominican
friar Orfanel also left the following interesting account concerning the
relationship between Antonio Kimura and Heizo.

Because Antonio Kimura was Heizo6’s cousin and Heizo had
petitioned for his release, Gonroku, that is, Nagasaki magistrate
Hasegawa Gonroku, tried to persuade Antonio by saying:

“Consider that Heizo himself is asking for your release. If you
apostatize, you will be set free.”

But Antonio chose the path of martyrdom, replying:

“By the help of Deus, so long as I remain in my right mind, I shall

101



never commit such a sinful and dishonorable act.”

In a letter by Padre Morales describing the martyrdom of Murayama
Tokuan Andres, the wife of Andres, “Lady Maria,” that is, Maria
Kimura de Murayama, is described as follows:

“She is the wife of the son, Tokuan, of the Nagasaki magistrate
Murayama To6an, and the niece of the present magistrate, Suetsugu
Heizo. Though she had lived amid such honor and splendor, she is now
content in extreme poverty without her husband, and it is truly a great
wonder to all that, by the grace of God alone, she bears these sufferings
with ease.”

Furthermore, Alvarez-Taladriz, writing about Sebastian Kimura, also
pointed out that he was a relative of “the martyrs L.eonardo Kimura, S.J.,
Antonio Kimura, Maria Kimura de Murayama, and others,” and also of

“Suetsugu Heizo Jodo, the uncle and adoptive father of Maria Kimura

Hirado Port and townscape of Hirado
(on the path descending from Sakikata Park toward the town)



de Murayama, who became an apostate and persecutor.”

What, then, was the specific connection between Heizo and the
Kimura family?

According to Heizo’s own statement in 1614:

“His grandfather was baptized by Padre Mestre Francisco, Xavier,
whom he had lodged in his own house. His mother, now seventy-five
years old, does not remember by whom she was baptized, but judging
from various circumstances, it was probably by the same Padre Mestre
Francisco.”

In other words, the Kimura who served as Xaviet’s host was Heizo’s
grandfather. And Heizo’s father, as already mentioned, was Suetsugu
Kozen, a merchant of Hakata. Yet from what we see here, Heizo says
nothing about Kozen’s baptism. If Kozen had not been baptized at
that time, it would contradict the record that “Kimura was baptized
together with his entire family.” If so, perhaps Kozen was no longer in
Hirado at that time.

Kozen was adopted into the Suetsugu family of Hakata and took
the name Suetsugu Kozen. It is not clear when this occurred, but
considering these circumstances, and the fact that Kozen was already
around thirty years old when Xavier came to Japan, it is possible that
he had already entered the Suetsugu family by then. In any case, Kozen
must have been baptized on a different occasion from the Kimura
family. His baptismal name was Cosme, and from this point onward,
under the name Cosme Cojen, he would appear frequently in Frois’s

History of Japan.
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Cosme Suetsugu Kozen

The name Cosme Cojen first appears in Frois’s History of Japan
in 1565, the eighth year of Eiroku. Kozen was probably around forty-
five years old at the time. Brother Luis de Almeida, who was ill, was
resting at the residence of Hibiya Ryokei in Sakai. When his illness had
healed and he was about to depart the next day for Iimori in Kawachi
Province, Ryokei decided to hold a farewell tea gathering. Frois’s
History of Japan records:

“At nine o’clock the following day, he, Ryokei, sent word to me,
Almeida, to a Japanese brother, and also to another man who was
always helping us in various matters in Japan—a wealthy and very good
Christian named Cosme Cojen.”

Two years later, in 1567, Frois’s History of Japan again records, also
in Sakai, that Cosme Kozen rescued a poor abandoned child from wild
dogs. After this, references to Kozen disappear for a time. We hear of
him again eleven years later, in 1578, the sixth year of Tensho.

That year, the Christian daimyé Otomo Sérin raised an army against
the Shimazu and engaged them in battle at Mimikawa, only to suffer a
miserable defeat. News of this defeat reached Hakata, which was under
Sorin’s control, and the town was thrown into sudden confusion.

The Jesuit padres living in Hakata, Belchior de Moura and Baltasar
Lopes, decided to avoid the disorder by fleeing to Akizuki. On their

way, “they met Cosme Cojen, who had been their protector in Hakata.”
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After entering Akizuki, the missionaries encountered further serious
difficulties. Akizuki Tanezane raised the banner of rebellion against
the Otomo. The missionaries at once lost their protection and were
even exposed to danger of death. The one who saved them from this
hardship was none other than Suetsugu Kozen. He “worked upon Lord
Akizuki, causing him to receive the padres and place them under his
protection, and by this means they were granted freedom.”

Suetsugu Kozen appears once more in Akizuki in 1590, the
eighteenth year of Tensho. This was probably his final appearance in
Frois’s History of Japan.

That year, Visitor Valignano and his party arrived in Nagasaki in the
capacity of envoys of the Viceroy of India. They immediately left Nagasaki

in order to have an audience with Toyotomi Hideyoshi. It was Cosme

Suetsugu Kozen who welcomed the party at Akizuki, near Hakata.
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The castle town of Akizuki—known as “the Little Kyoto of Chikuzen”
—and the Nohitogawa River



“When they arrived there, they were received by an elderly man
named Cosme Cojen, an excellent Christian of long standing. He was
a very prominent person in the town of Hakata and the father of many
sons who were Christians of distinction. His principal residence was in
Hakata, but he also had houses in various other places. One of these
many houses was in Akizuki, where he had previously been held in very
high regard by Lord Akizuki Tanezane.”

Thus, by gathering together the passages in Frois’s History of Japan
that directly concern Suetsugu Kozen, we can picture Kozen as a
devout Christian, while at the same time gaining a rough idea of the
early sphere of activity of the Suetsugu family. It was, broadly speaking,
a route connecting Sakai and Hakata.

From the late medieval period into the early modern period, Hakata
was an important trading port linking Tsushima and Korea. Yet Hakata
did not have behind it a great consumer city capable of absorbing
its vast volume of imports. For that reason, it needed a connection
with Sakai, which had Kyoto, a major center of consumption, as its
hinterland. Seen in this light, it may be only natural that Suetsugu
Kozen had residences in “various places,” one of them being in Sakai.

However, roughly a century later, in the Great Map of Sakai of
Genroku 2, the name of the Suetsugu family can no longer be found.
Indeed, apart from Frois’s History of Japan, there is no record at all that
Suetsugu Kozen was ever in Sakai. His name appears neither in the
excerpts from Imai Sokyu’s tea diary nor in the Tennojiya Kaiki. This
may indicate that the commercial activities of the Suetsugu family at that

time did not yet have great influence—in other words, that they were still
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those of an emerging merchant family only just beginning to rise.

Once the Suetsugu family entered the age of Heizo and became
involved in Nagasaki trade, however, the family name rapidly came
to the forefront of commercial activity at the time. For example, in
1592, the first year of Bunroku, Toyotomi Hideyoshi issued his first

vermilion-seal licenses for overseas voyages. The record reads:

From Nagasaki: five ships
Suetsugu Heizo: two ships / Funamoto Yaheiji: one ship
Araki S6tard: one ship / Itoya Zuiemon: one ship

From Kyoto: three ships
Chaya Shir6jiro: one ship / Suminokura: one ship
Fushimiya: one ship

From Sakai: one ship
Iyoya: one ship

Total as above.

This shows that of the nine vermilion-seal licenses issued that year,
five were obtained by merchants residing in Nagasaki, and of these, two
were granted to Suetsugu Heizo. One can clearly see here the rise of the
Suetsugu family against the background of Nagasaki trade.

Yet this does not mean that the prosperity of the Suetsugu family
was brought about by Heizo alone. Rather, the foundation was largely
laid by the activities of his father, Kozen.

In the beginning, the development of the Suetsugu family depended

on trade with Portugal, and this rested on two pillars. One was its
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relationship with the Society of Jesus, and the other was its relationship
with Nagasaki, the newly opened trading city.

By becoming a Christian, Kozen secured an advantageous position
in trade with Portugal. He then moved quickly into Nagasaki, which
had been opened for Portuguese trade, founded Kozen-machi there,
contributed to the development of the town, and came to possess no
small voice in the municipal affairs of Nagasaki.

It may therefore be said that the later activities of Suetsugu Heizo
became possible only because they stood upon this foundation.
Incidentally, Heizo was born in 1573, the fourth year of Genki, two
years after the opening of Nagasaki. From that point onward, the
Suetsugu family abandoned Sakai, which was entering a period of
decline, and gradually came to prominence as merchants of the newly

rising trading city of Nagasaki.

Ema (votive plaque) of a Suetsugu ship (designed by incorporating
features of both Western-style sailing ships and Chinese junks)



Antonio Murayama Toan

It is now necessary to turn to Murayama To6an. He was the man who
would later create the occasion for Heizo’s apostasy, and his relationship
with the Suetsugu family was no ordinary one. This may be seen, for
example, in the fact mentioned earlier: Maria Kimura, Heizo’s adopted
daughter and niece, was married to Andres Tokuan, the eldest son of Toan.

The connection between Murayama Toan and the Suetsugu family
began when To6an drifted into Nagasaki with nothing but himself. At
the time when Suetsugu Kozen was vigorously establishing his base in
Nagasaki after moving there from Hakata, founding Kozen-machi and
otherwise laying the foundations of his influence, a young man arrived
in the city. This man was none other than Murayama To6an, who would
later become magistrate of Nagasaki’s outer districts. He is said to have
been born in 1562, the fifth year of Eiroku, making him eleven years
older than Heizo. His birthplace is variously said to have been Nagoya
in Owari, Hiroshima in Aki, or Hakata in Chikuzen. None of these
claims, however, has yet been supported by firm evidence.

According to the Nagasaki Engi Ryaku, “T6an was originally a
man named It6 Koshichiro, born in Nagoya, Owari, and originally
a samurai.” It would seem, then, that he came from a fallen warrior
family. During the Tensho era, he came to Nagasaki and at first placed
himself under the protection of Suetsugu Kozen. He converted to

Christianity, and for his baptismal name Antonio, he appears to have
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used characters such as Anto, Anto, and Wanudo. Armed only with his
own talent, he gradually rose in the world, eventually gaining the favor
of Toyotomi Hideyoshi while Hideyoshi was stationed at Nagoya in
Hizen, and was appointed magistrate of Nagasaki’s outer districts. The
circumstances are described in the Nagasaki Kongenki as follows:

Around the Bunroku era, the inner districts of Nagasaki were fixed
at twenty-three towns. Thereafter, the surrounding rural areas were
opened up as broad town districts, and people gradually gathered there
from various provinces, making it a prosperous place.

In the first year of Bunroku, when Lord Hideyoshi was stationed
at Nagoya in Karatsu, it was decided that one town representative
should go to pay respects on behalf of Nagasaki. There was then a
man named Murayama Anto, born in Geisht, who lived in Nagasaki.

He was accustomed to dealing with men of rank and was eloquent and

Moat that once separated Nagasaki’s inner and outer districts
(now filled in, with a roadway and tram line running along it)



quick-witted. He repeatedly offered to be sent to Nagoya to manage the
matter successfully, and so various gifts were prepared and Anto was
sent there.

Hideyoshi was pleased with him and allowed him audience from
time to time. He remarked jokingly that Anto was an odd name and
that he ought to be called To6an instead. Anto therefore changed his
name to Toan and appeared again before Hideyoshi. Taking advantage
of His Lordship’s good humor, he petitioned to be entrusted with the
lands outside the inner towns of Nagasaki. As a result, he presented
twenty-five kanme of silver as land tax for the lands granted by
pardon, and came to serve as magistrate over the outer districts and
surrounding rural areas.

As a tale of Toan’s rise to the office of Nagasaki magistrate, this is a very
well-constructed story. Yet it cannot simply be accepted at face value.

This is because there are indications that the Society of Jesus was
involved in Toan’s appointment as magistrate of Nagasaki. Although
there is no document that proves this directly, the following facts are
sufficient to suggest it.

In 1592, the first year of Bunroku, the very year when Toan, at
the request of the Nagasaki elders, visited Hideyoshi at his military
headquarters in Nagoya, Hizen, the Jesuit Joao Rodrigues also visited
Hideyoshi. Moreover, he did so accompanied by the captain of the
Portuguese ship that had entered port that year, under the instructions
of the Visitor Alessandro Valignano. The significance of this is
considerable.

Four years earlier, Hideyoshi had attempted to separate trade from
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missionary activity and had issued what is commonly known as the Edict
Expelling the Padres. In response, the Jesuits advised Portuguese ships to
cease sailing to Nagasaki as a retaliatory measure. Portuguese ships stopped
coming for a time, and Hideyoshi was forced to recognize that the Society
of Jesus and Portuguese trade could not be separated.

It was at this point that Visitor Valignhano came to Japan as envoy of
the Viceroy of India. Hideyoshi had little choice but to tolerate Jesuit
missionary activity. He then reversed his previous policy and began
to think of using the Jesuit padres as intermediaries in trade. The
figure who now appears is the Jesuit Joao Rodrigues, who had been in
Japan for more than ten years. He had an audience with Hideyoshi as
Valignano’s interpreter, and Hideyoshi treated him favorably, repeatedly
requesting through him that Portuguese ships come to Japan.

Rodrigues, as if responding to Hideyoshi’s wishes, then visited
Hideyoshi at Nagoya in Hizen accompanied by the captain of a
Portuguese ship. For Hideyoshi, this must have been another clear
demonstration of the inseparability of trade and missionary work. For
that very reason, he could not help but be conscious of the Jesuits as
intermediaries in trade. It was in this same year that Murayama Toan
was appointed magistrate of Nagasaki’s outer districts. The Jesuit
Francisco Vieira wrote:

“In the city of Nagasaki there was a Christian called Toan Antonio.
Though he was of poor birth, he possessed outstanding ability and
conduct worthy of a Christian, and so the Society of Jesus protected
him. Through that support, he came to become one of the principal

Christian magistrates of the city.”
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In other words, by placing a zealous Christian believer in the
position of Nagasaki magistrate, the Jesuits sought to secure an
advantageous position not only in trade and the administration of
Nagasaki, but also in the various political and economic relationships
surrounding Nagasaki trade.

As proof of this, when Hideyoshi died and power passed to Tokugawa
Ieyasu, the Jesuit padre Joao Rodrigues visited Ieyasu to offer New Yeat’s
greetings, bringing Toan with him. The purpose was to have Toan’s
office as Nagasaki magistrate, which had been granted under Hideyoshi,
confirmed under the new regime. In short, the Society of Jesus needed
Murayama To6an as “Nagasaki magistrate.” This occurred in 1603, the

eighth year of Keicho, when Toan was forty-one years old.

The Conflict Between Toan and
the Society of Jesus

The honeymoon between To6an and the Society of Jesus, however, did
not last long. Before long, Toan turned away from the Jesuits. Why was
this so? Francisco Vieira regarded Toan’s moral corruption as the sole
cause. But was there truly no cause on the side of the Jesuits themselves?

At this time, in order to secure funds for missionary work, the
Society of Jesus had become deeply involved in the Nagasaki—Macao
trade, especially in raw silk. Eventually, putting the cart before

the horse, they became eager in the pursuit of profit and greatly
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overstepped the bounds of a Christian missionary organization.
Moreover, the Jesuits placed severe restrictions, under the framework
of Christianity, on the commercial activities of Japanese merchants
involved in this trade.

As a result, dissatisfaction constantly existed among Japanese merchants,
who complained that they could not obtain the raw silk they wanted in
their transactions. Furthermore, Padre Joao Rodrigues, who acted as
intermediary between Japanese and Portuguese merchants throughout
the Nagasaki—Macao trade and exercised great influence from beginning
to end, “seems often to have set unreasonably high prices for silk,” to the
point that even missionaries criticized his methods as inappropriate. In
addition, the Jesuits attempted to involve themselves in Nagasaki municipal
affairs by making use of Toan.

Was not Toan’s separation from the Jesuits also caused by this

excessive commercial activity on the part of the Society of Jesus?

el —
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For Toan, the Jesuits had now become nothing more than
commercial rivals. From this point onward, he began to plot the
expulsion from Japan of Padre Jodo Rodrigues, the central figure in
Jesuit commercial activity.

For example, Toan attempted to bring Rodrigues down by claiming
that he had violated his vow of chastity. He also went about, whenever
opportunity arose, warning leading figures in Nagasaki and “important
persons at court” that the Jesuits were a dangerous presence.

“Take great care not to be deceived by the padres. Consider it certain
that there is no such thing as God, and that everything ends with life.
What the padres say about the salvation of the soul is entirely false. The
padres themselves know this, but by this method they persuade people
to follow their teaching in order to bring Japan under the rule of the
King of Spain.”

In this way, the conflict between T6an and Rodrigues gradually
deepened, and in 1610 it became even more decisive with the outbreak
of the Madre de Deus incident.

In the summer of 1609, the fourteenth year of Keicho, when the
Portuguese ship Madre de Deus entered Nagasaki, Nagasaki magistrate
Hasegawa Sahyoe and magistrate Murayama Toan attempted to place
strict controls on its cargo. They required the submission of a cargo
inventory and sought to exercise Japanese official authority over the
goods, including their prices. This was also a declaration of their
intention to exclude Jesuit intervention in trade and to assert that the
initiative in Portuguese trade belonged to the Japanese.

As a result, much of the cargo, centered on raw silk, was seized,
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and unloading without permission was prohibited. The captain, André
Pessoa, however, firmly opposed this and even hinted that he might
appeal directly to Ieyasu.

The previous year, in Macao, an armed clash had occurred between
men under Arima Harunobu and the Portuguese authorities. The
Japanese were suppressed as rioters, and many were killed or captured.
The man who had suppressed this incident was none other than Pessoa.

When Toan and the others learned that their various controls
over the cargo had been rejected, they plotted to use the disturbance
involving Japanese in Macao to bring Pessoa down. The Portuguese
side should have reported the Macao incident to Ieyasu immediately
after entering Nagasaki. Yet Toan and Sahyoe, astonishingly, used the
Jesuits to persuade them not to do so.

“It is absolutely inappropriate to bring to the Lord Chancellor’s
ears the matter of the Japanese who were killed in Macao. He would
surely be deeply shocked and distressed, and there can be no reason or
explanation sufficient to satisfy him.”

They further argued that such a report “would certainly not be to
the benefit of the Portuguese.”

Thus, the Macao incident was not reported to Ieyasu by the
Portuguese themselves. As a result, it gave the impression that the
Portuguese had tried to conceal the matter from Ieyasu. The Jesuits,
manipulated by Toan and the others, ended up creating the cause of
their own countrymen’s ruin.

Toan and his associates next put pressure on Arima Harunobu. The

Jesuit Morejon wrote:
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“The principal authors of this plot were Sahyoe and Toan. In order

to draw Lord Arima into the scheme, Sahyoe threatened him, saying

that if he did not regret the killing of his retainers and join the alliance,

he would accuse him of the various problems his retainers had caused

outside Japan.”

Harunobu went to Sunpu, taking with him retainers who had

escaped from Macao, and reported the entire incident there. The

Portuguese report had been blocked by Sahyoe and Toan, so Arima

Harunobu’s account was accepted one-sidedly. Angered, Ieyasu ordered

Harunobu to capture the Portuguese ship and arrest Pessoa. As is well

known, the incident ended with the explosion and sinking of the Madre

de Deus. Yet Toan’s attack on the Jesuits did not end there.

Using leyasu’s anger as leverage, he hinted at the expulsion of the

Jesuits from Japan. The Jesuit
provincial, Pasio, therefore
attempted to reconcile with Toan
and Sahyoe. Toan and his associates
agreed to Pasio’s reconciliation
efforts on two conditions: first,
that responsibility for Pessoa’s
conduct while in Japan be placed
on Rodrigues and that Rodrigues
be expelled to Macao; and second,
that Ieyasu be informed that this
was the result of a decision by the

Society of Jesus.
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The Jesuits, however, could hardly accept this calmly. After being
manipulated repeatedly by Toan and his associates, they were forced
to bear responsibility for the Madre de Deus incident and to expel
Rodrigues to Macao. Moreover, with the sinking of the Madre de Deus,
the Society of Jesus lost raw silk worth 12,000 ducats and found itself
burdened with enormous debts. One Jesuit wrote:

“We have fallen into a state of misery beyond imagination. For not
only do we have no resources for our maintenance, but we already owe a

debt of 22,000 taels, and each year we shall only fall further into debt.”

Heiz6 and Portuguese Trade

The impact of the Madre de Deus incident was profound. Within the
Society of Jesus itself, the event prompted criticism of the missionaries’
involvement in trade, and in 1621 Pasio explicitly introduced prohibitions
within the Jesuit regulations (though these were not strictly observed).

Yet those who suffered the greatest impact were likely the
Japanese—particularly the merchants residing in Nagasaki whose
fortunes were closely tied to Portuguese trade.

At this time, no Portuguese ships came to Japan in 1607 or 1608.
The Madre de Deus, which finally arrived in 1609, met the fate
already described—its destruction—resulting in a further absence
of Portuguese trade in 1610 and 1611. For those whose livelihood

depended on this trade, the damage must have been severe.
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Nagasaki itself had been founded as a city for overseas trade—
especially trade with Portugal—under the initiative of the Jesuits.
Although it became public land under Hideyoshi in 1588, its
relationship with Portugal continued until the era of national seclusion.
Moreover, the volume of Portuguese trade exceeded that of the Dutch
and Chinese right up to the eve of isolation.

Supporting this trade from behind were the Nagasaki financiers,
who invested large sums in Portuguese ships and shared interests with
Portuguese merchants. According to Boxer, lending relationships
between Portuguese and Japanese had already begun in the sixteenth
century and reached their peak in the first twenty-five years of the
seventeenth century.

For example, an entry in the Batavia Castle Journal dated February

Cannon salvaged from the Madre de Deus (Tenri Central Library collection)



19, 1634 records that:

“Japanese merchants pressed the Portuguese to settle accounts and
demanded the full repayment of funds entrusted or loaned to them in
Nagasaki.”

Among these financiers was Jodo Suetsugu Heizo, a town elder of
the inner district. Not only did he dispatch his own trading vessels
to places such as Annam, Tonkin, Cochinchina, and Formosa under
vermilion-seal licenses, but he also invested heavily in Portuguese ships,
wielding considerable influence over Nagasaki trade as a whole.

Heizo’s relationship with the Portuguese was extremely close. When
he clashed with the Dutch in the Taiwan incident, the Dutch suspected
that Portuguese interests lay behind him. Boxer likewise notes that
“Heizo was regarded by the Portuguese as one of their most powerful
supporters.”

The following episode illustrates this relationship clearly. On August
23, 1638, two Portuguese ships entered Nagasaki:

“There were 340 people aboard these ships, of whom 90 were
Europeans. Yet they brought only 230 piculs of raw silk, of which 150
piculs were for the Nagasaki magistrate Heizo, while the remaining 80
belonged to the Portuguese themselves.”

In other words, most of these ships were effectively financed by
Heizo. This demonstrates how closely he was tied to Portuguese trade.

In contrast, Murayama Toan, the Nagasaki magistrate, attempted to
seize control of Portuguese trade. He opposed the Jesuits, imposed what
amounted to tariffs on Portuguese ships, and ultimately took forceful

measures such as the burning of the Madre de Deus. Viewed from one
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perspective, his actions may be seen as an early form of commercial
nationalism against foreign capital. In reality, however, his policies also
placed pressure on Japanese capitalists who profited from Portuguese trade,
thereby contributing to Heizo’s growing hostility toward him.

The conflict between Toan and Heizo over Portuguese trade thus
became the core around which various contradictions within Nagasaki
converged, enveloping the entire city in a complex web of tensions.
This, in turn, drove their personal rivalry to an irreversible point. As
Alvarez-Taladriz observes:

“The struggle between Suetsugu Heizo and Murayama Toan was not
merely a personal conflict, but rather the accumulation of rivalries—
deeply intertwined with religious issues—between the elders of the
inner town and those of the outer town, that is, between the old and

new districts of Nagasaki.”

illllllgs

oy AP SRS

Site of Suetsugu Heizd’s residence (now Katsuyama Elementary School)



Behind their conflict lay not only the division between inner and
outer towns, but also the broader rivalry between the Jesuits (aligned
with Portugal) and the Spanish religious orders—the Franciscans,
Dominicans, and Augustinians.

Since the time of Xavier, the Jesuits had monopolized missionary
activity in Japan for nearly half a century. However, from the late sixteenth
to early seventeenth century, Spanish orders increasingly challenged this
monopoly. In 1608, Pope Paul V granted full authorization for missionary
work in Japan to orders other than the Jesuits.

As a result, Nagasaki—effectively the gateway to missionary activity
in Japan—became the center of conflict between the Jesuits and the
Spanish orders. Toan, who had broken with the Jesuits, aligned himself
with the Franciscans, while Heizo, closely tied to Portuguese trade,

naturally cooperated with the Jesuits. Moreover, the two men each

View of Nagasaki city and harbor from Todosan Hill
(derived from “Todos os Santos”)



represented different spheres of Nagasaki: Toan as magistrate of the
outer town, Heizo as town elder of the inner town.

At the time, Nagasaki’s administration was divided: the outer
town was governed by the magistrate, while the inner town was
administered by a council of elders. The Nagasaki bugyo, who should
have overseen both, did not reside permanently in the city. Thus,
despite being an administrative authority, the bugyo lacked direct
control over municipal governance.

In effect, Nagasaki functioned as a kind of autonomous city with
two heads—the inner-town elders and the outer-town magistrate—
each competing for influence. This led to a situation in which the Jesuits
supported Heizo and the inner-town faction, while the Franciscans and
other Spanish orders supported Toan and the outer-town faction.

The following episode reflects this relationship clearly.

In 1614, the year of the great expulsion of Christians, penitential
processions filled the streets of Nagasaki as if in defiance of the
prohibition. The processions organized by the Spanish orders and their
followers were particularly intense. On May 19, a procession of more
than three thousand penitents took place:

“They scourged one another in a manner more dreadful than had
ever been seen.”

Murayama Toan himself participated openly in these processions
together with his family.

In contrast, the Jesuit processions were far more subdued. According
to Avila Girén’s History of the Kingdom of Japan:

“The distance they walked in procession was very short, because
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the town elders requested the padres not to proceed further along the
streets, lest that devilish enemy be further angered.”

In other words, the inner-town elders, wary of the shogunate, asked
the Jesuits to keep the processions inconspicuous, and the Jesuits
complied. When comparing these two types of processions, one can see
reflected the alignment of inner town with the Jesuits and outer town

with the Spanish orders.

The Edict of Prohibition and Murayama Toan

The Madre de Deus incident divided Nagasaki into two opposing
camps. Yet its repercussions extended further, marking the beginning
of the persecution of Christians in Japan.

Arima Harunobu, who had destroyed the ship, sought as a reward
the restoration of lands once held by his ancestors—the districts
of Fujitsu, Sonogi, and Kishima in Hizen. He consulted Okamoto
Daihachi, a retainer of Honda Masazumi. Daihachi demanded funds to
facilitate the petition and fraudulently took them.

When nothing came of it, Harunobu reported the matter to Honda
Masazumi, who knew nothing of the scheme. Realizing he had been
deceived, Harunobu brought the matter to light. The case reached
Ieyasu, and Daihachi was executed by burning at Abe River in Suruga.

However, Daihachi counter-accused Harunobu. He reported that

during the Madre de Deus affair, Harunobu had clashed with Nagasaki
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magistrate Hasegawa Sahyoe and had declared, “I will cut him down,
set Nagasaki aflame, and then kill myself.” As a result, Harunobu was
exiled to Kai and later executed.

The significance of this lay in what followed. Ieyasu learned that
both men were Christians and concluded that “Christians dare to do
things that Japanese would not.” His distrust of Christianity deepened.
Further investigation revealed that even among his close retainers and
attendants there were Christians. As Orfanel writes:

“Thus, after the death of Daihachi, the emperor openly began the
persecution of Christianity.”

Regardless of the precise truth of events, the “Okamoto Daihachi
affair,” linked to the Madre de Deus incident, was used by leyasu as a lever
to initiate persecution. In 1614, Christians from across the country were
gathered in Nagasaki and expelled from there to Macao and Manila.

“At last the tyrant resolved to carry out his intention. Not only the

religious, but also long-standing Christians, devout collaborators, and

Penitential whip used for acts of atonement
(Kirishitan Heritage Museum, Ibaraki City, Osaka Prefecture)



even Japanese-born women who refused to apostatize were ordered to
leave the country. Their names were recorded, especially in Kyoto and
Osaka. Orders were sent to all lords throughout Japan that if any padres
were found within their domains, they were to be sent immediately to
Nagasaki. The lords complied without objection or hesitation, and by
the first month of that year, they had fully carried out the order.”

For Murayama Toan as well, the year 1614 marked a turning point.
Until then, his life had been morally corrupt—hardly befitting a
Christian—and this must be considered one of the causes of his break
with the Jesuits. According to Avila Girén, in 1612 Toan killed a young
man over a dispute involving a woman, and thereafter “killed the
young man’s relatives—his parents-in-law, his wife, and more than ten
others in succession.” Later, “when some retainers committed offenses
against him, he subjected seven or eight of them to castration and killed

>

others,” and again “quarreled violently with his wife and sons over
another woman.” His wife is said to have protected the woman whom
Toan tried to seize by force.

One can easily imagine the degradation of his life—killing
subordinates over women and clashing with his own family. In truth,
his Christianity had become little more than a name.

Yet this same Toan now openly showed resistance to the Tokugawa
persecution of Christians.

When Christians from across Japan were gathered in Nagasaki for
expulsion, Toan, faced with the situation,

e dismissed all women who might lead him into moral wrongdoing,

giving them enough money to live properly through marriage,
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* restored order within his household, confessed with repentance

and deep sorrow,

* reconciled with his wife and sons,

e and participated in penitential processions together with his family.

“He appeared gentle and humble, like a different man from before, and
we marveled, giving thanks to our Lord, so powerful and full of mercy.”

How this transformation came about is unclear. It may only be
inferred that the exemplary conduct of his family—especially his eldest
son, Tokuan Andres—had a profound influence on him.

In November of that same year, nearly one hundred missionaries and
Japanese believers were expelled to Macao and Manila. Yet according
to Orfanel, forty-one of them succeeded in remaining in Japan. Among
them was Toan’s son Francisco. Toan had secretly taken nine priests,

including Francisco, aboard small boats off the coast of Nagasaki and

Genna Great Martyrdom (1622): Execution of 55 Christians at Nishizaka, Nagasaki



smuggled them back into the country.

But the matter did not end there. Francisco later sided with
Toyotomi Hideyori during the Osaka campaign and ministered to
Christian ronin. Hideyori had promised freedom of Christian worship.
Toan himself was also involved, transporting weapons and supplies to
the Osaka side. Yet Osaka was defeated.

These actions by Toan as a Christian amounted to defiance of the
Tokugawa shogunate. Once exposed, they meant the destruction of the
Murayama family. In an attempt to prove his loyalty to the shogunate
and restore his standing, Toan undertook an expedition to Taiwan at
his own expense to secure a base for trade with China, and further
planned an embassy to the Ming. All these efforts, however, ended in
failure.

In the end, nothing remained of him as a contributor to the
Tokugawa regime—only the fact that he was a prohibited Christian and
a rebel who had sided with Osaka.

The Apostasy of Suetsugu Heiz6

In 1618 (Genna 4), Suetsugu Heizo, a town elder of Nagasaki’s
inner district, brought a formal complaint before the shogunate against
Murayama To6an, the Nagasaki magistrate. The charges are said to have
concerned either irregularities in annual tax payments or demands

for the repayment of old debts. In any case, by this point, the conflict
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between the two had clearly reached its peak.

Many historical records relating to Nagasaki attribute the cause of
this dispute to resentment among the inner-town elders, including
Heizo, toward the arrogance of the upstart Murayama Toan.
Motokichiro Kawashima likewise follows this view, stating that
“the matter was no more than a clash of emotions, and the people
of the time detested To6an’s arrogance, seeing his downfall as divine
punishment,” thus treating the incident as a mere personal grievance.

It is certainly true that Toan’s conduct after becoming magistrate
was often excessive. A letter addressed to him by the Ming Chinese
figure Dong Boqi includes the following admonition:

“If a man opens himself to too few, he earns ill repute. Now that
you have risen to wealth, you stand at your extreme. Like a stack of
stones, the higher it rises, the more certain its fall. I did not contribute
to your ascent, yet I have been honored and sent off. Do not fail to
offer loyal counsel.”

Thus, even at the time, his arrogance was noted and criticized.

Yet, as we have seen, the conflict between the two men cannot be
explained so simply. Behind it lay not only personal animosity, but also
the rivalry between the Jesuits and the Spanish religious orders, as well
as the division between the inner and outer towns.

Consider the following. Takagi Sakueimon and Machida Soka, both
elders of Nagasaki’s inner town, produced a written testimony for the
Jesuits dated March 21, 1618. In this document, they affirmed that the
Jesuits had played no role whatsoever in the dispute between Heizo

and Toan. That is, the accusation that “the Jesuit padres had financially
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supported and advised Joao Heizo in order to act against Antonio
Toan” was declared to be “entirely contrary to fact.”

Yet, viewed from another angle, the very need for such a document
suggests the closeness of the relationship between the Jesuits and
Heizo’s inner-town faction.

It is also said that during the course of the lawsuit, the people of old
Nagasaki (the inner town), who supported Heizo, strained themselves
to provide 2,000 ry6 as well as gifts for the shogun and his senior
retainers. Meanwhile, the people of the outer town petitioned the
shogun with signatures, asking that Heizo not be permitted to seize
authority from Toan.

Let us now briefly trace the course of events according to Kanai
Toshiyuki’s Nagasaki Sosho: Expanded Brief History of Nagasaki:

“When Toan first came to Nagasaki, he was destitute and relied
upon Suetsugu Kozen. After becoming magistrate, he fell out with
Kozen. In Genna 2 (mistakenly written for Genna 4), Heizo, Kozen’s
son, demanded repayment of old debts. Toan ignored him, and the
matter was brought before the authorities, with both parties summoned
to Edo. In the hearings, Heizo’s arguments failed; he then revealed
Toan’s secret dealings with Osaka. Previously, Toan’s son had been
exiled to Macao for practicing Christianity, but Toan secretly retrieved
him on the way. Furthermore, he had sent him to Osaka the previous
year and supplied arms. As a result, Toan was executed in Edo,
and thirteen members of his family were crucified at Tokiwazaki in
Nagasaki, bringing the family to ruin.”

What is particularly noteworthy here is that Heizo, driven into a
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corner, attempted to reverse the situation by accusing Toan of being a
Christian and of supporting the Toyotomi side in the Osaka campaign.

Heizo himself belonged to the distinguished Christian lineage of
the Kimura family of Hirado, tracing back to Xavier, and had close
ties with the Jesuits. Yet despite this, he made Toan’s Christianity the
central charge against him.

To accuse Toan as a Christian was, in effect, to declare his own apostasy.
It meant betrayal not only of his faith but of the Christian community as a
whole. Indeed, from this point onward, Heizo stood as a harsh persecutor
against the Jesuits and the Christian community in Japan.

Thus, the bond between the Jesuits and the inner-town faction
of Suetsugu Heizo was severed. For the Jesuits, this was a bolt from
the blue—something scarcely believable. Padre Correa, for example,
refused to believe Heizo’s apostasy until May 1620, when Heizo
attempted to capture him, and only then did he accept that Heiz6 had
indeed renounced the faith.

What, then, was the cause of this betrayal?

One plausible explanation is that Joao Heizo’s conversion had not been
rooted in religious conviction. Rather, it may have been motivated by
participation in the Portuguese trade, which was controlled by the Jesuits.

In 1612 (Keicho 17), the prohibition of Christianity was issued, and
in 1614 the great expulsion of Christians took place, with churches
throughout Nagasaki destroyed. Behind this, one must also recognize the
emergence of Dutch and English trade with Japan. As a result, the Jesuits’
role as intermediaries in Portuguese trade was greatly diminished.

Heiz0o’s interests lay in Portuguese trade, and his connection
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with the Jesuits had been, in effect, a means to that end. Once the
Jesuits’ influence in trade declined and being a Christian became a
disadvantage, apostasy may have seemed an inevitable choice.

In contrast, Toan moved in the opposite direction, becoming
increasingly devoted to Christianity—participating openly in penitential
processions, rescuing expelled Christians, and ultimately siding with
Toyotomi Hideyori, who promised freedom of Christian worship.

If the magistrate representing Nagasaki were a prohibited Christian
and a rebel against the shogunate, the consequences of exposure would
extend far beyond Toan alone, affecting Nagasaki as a whole. There was
only one way to prevent this: to accuse him before the matter came to light.
By denouncing him as both a Christian and a rebel, the inner-town elders
could present themselves as loyal agents of the shogunate and at the same
time secure administrative authority over the outer town.

Thus, a formal case was brought between Suetsugu Heizo of the
inner town and Murayama Toan of the outer town, and the outcome of
this lawsuit led to the downfall of the Murayama family.

As we have seen, the conflict between Toan and Heizo arose from
multiple intertwined factors: their rivalry over Portuguese trade, the
tensions between the inner and outer towns, and the broader conflict
between the Jesuits aligned with Portugal and the Spanish religious
orders. These elements revealed themselves at various points, giving the
incident its complex character.

Ultimately, however, it may be said that this was part of the process
by which Nagasaki was assimilated into the Tokugawa political order.

From the perspective of the ruling regime, it meant that through the
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prohibition of Christianity, Nagasaki became more tightly integrated under

shogunal control. Although the shogunate had officially declared the

prohibition and carried out expulsions, it had hesitated to enforce complete

persecution in Nagasaki, mindful of Portuguese trade. This incident

changed that. The connection between the Jesuits and the inner-town

elders was severed, cutting off the economic foundation of the Church. At

the same time, the apostate Heizo was appointed as Nagasaki magistrate,

and a thorough persecution of hidden Christians was ordered.

Conclusion

In the district of Meotogawa in
Nagasaki stands a hill known as
Karato-yama. Some 370 years ago, at
its foot stood a Jesuit church called
Todos os Santos. The name Karato-
yama itself derives from that church.
Today, on its site stands a Zen temple
called Hotoku-ji, where the graves of
the Suetsugu family are located.

The gravestones are now so
worn that they are difficult to read.
However, according to a deciphering

by Motokichiro Kawashima in the

Grave of the Suetsugu family (Shuntokuiji
Temple, Todosan Hill, Nagasaki City)



late Meiji period, one grave bears the
inscription “Eian’in-dono Tsugen
Sotetsu Koji,” belonging to Suetsugu
Heizaemon Shigesada, a key figure in
the founding of Shuntoku-ji. Another
bears the inscription “Zuikd’in-dono
Jugan Joei Daishi,” belonging to
Shigesada’s wife. These are thus the
graves of Heiz6 Masanao’s son and
his wife.

But does the remaining grave

belong to Heizo himself? Even

) Stone coffin of Suetsugu Heizd Masanao
eroded that it could not be cleatly  ygmaining at the summit of Todosan Hill

at that time, its inscription was so

identified, and today it is impossible to determine whose it is.

Instead, what remains is a strange legend surrounding what is said to
have been Heizo’s stone coffin.

Climbing the path behind Shuntoku-ji leads to the summit of
Karato-yama. There, among a landscape of towering rocks, stands one
particularly unusual stone formation. It has been hollowed vertically,
and within it enshrines a figure of Fudo Myoo. This rock was meant to
serve as Heizo’s coffin. The stonecutters carved into it his posthumous
name, “Unsho’in-dono Kagaku Joko Koji.” Yet it is said that blood
began to seep from the carved letters.

Terrified, the stonecutters abandoned their work, leaving the site

as it remains today. To the Jesuit believers of the time, this must have
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seemed like a miraculous sign—“divine punishment” visited upon
Heizo, the apostate and persecutor.

Standing before this stone coffin today, one searches for the
inscription said to have bled, but it can no longer be found, perhaps
worn away by time. Heizo’s name itself has been erased from the stone.

Now transformed into a shrine to Fudo, the rock stands facing
the sea of Nagasaki in its crude, unshapely form. It evokes even the
defiant presence of that ghostly ship captain, the “Flying Dutchman,”
condemned by God to wander endlessly upon the dark ocean.

(End)
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Nagasaki Traders and

the Persecution of Christians



Introduction

When considering Japan’s foreign trade in the early modern
period, the rise and decline of Christian missionary activity constantly
appears alongside trade as an inseparable part of the picture. Japanese
merchants and others involved in overseas commerce found themselves
caught between trade, missionary activity, and the authorities seeking to
consolidate political control over the country. Adapting themselves to
the shifting balance of power among these forces, they continued their

commercial activities and enjoyed the profits they brought.
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Site of the Suzuta Prison in Nagasaki, where Christian missionaries were
confined from July 1617 to September 1622. As many as 35 prisoners were
held at all times in a cell measuring only 4.5 x 3 meters—approximately 60
x 65 centimeters of space per person.



From 1612 onward, however, when the Tokugawa shogunate made
the prohibition of Christianity a matter of national policy and used it as
grounds for imposing far-reaching controls on foreign trade, many of
those engaged in commerce came to renounce Christianity, and some
even became persecutors of Christians themselves.

Matsukura Bungo-no-kami Shigemasa, lord of Arima; Takenaka
Uneme-no-sho Shigeyoshi, Nagasaki magistrate; and Suetsugu Heizo
Masanao, the shogunate’s deputy administrator in Nagasaki—all
three were prominent figures in Japan’s overseas trade during the
early modern period. At the same time, however, they were among the
harshest persecutors of Christians and left a dark mark on the history
of Christianity in Japan.

This essay will begin by examining the general circumstances of
the period through the Hirayama Jochin Incident. It will then focus on
these three persecutors and consider the relationship between foreign

trade and Christianity during the era of prohibition.

The Hirayama Jochin Incident

The Tokugawa shogunate inherited Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s policy
toward Christianity and continued in the direction of prohibition. In
1612, the Tokugawa government issued its first edict banning Christianity.
In 1616, the year of Tokugawa leyasu’s death, it went further, restricting

the arrival of all foreign vessels other than Chinese ships to the ports
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of Nagasaki and Hirado. The shogunate was thus moving toward an
increasingly thorough policy of suppressing Christianity.

One important factor behind the government’s decision to embark
openly upon the persecution of Christians was the beginning of Dutch
and English trade with Japan.

Portuguese trade with Japan had inherited something of the spirit
of Prince Henry the Navigator and was accompanied by the expansion
of Christendom. The newly emerging powers of the Netherlands and
England, by contrast, were Protestant countries whose commercial
activities were essentially separated from the propagation of religion.

The Dutch established a trading post at Hirado in 1609, followed
by the English, who opened their own factory there in 1613. The
shogunate thus became able to enjoy the benefits of foreign trade
without having to depend upon the Portuguese.

Yet even before the first Tokugawa prohibition of Christianity,
another development had taken place. In 1608, Pope Paul V removed
the restrictions that until then had permitted only Jesuits traveling by
way of India to undertake missionary work in Japan. Missionaries of any
Catholic order were thereafter allowed to travel to Japan by whatever
route they chose.

From that time onward, despite repeated prohibitions, Catholic
missionaries continued to enter Japan, some by way of Macao and
others by way of Manila. Sometimes disguised as merchants and
sometimes as soldiers, Jesuits, Franciscans, and missionaries of other
orders slipped into the country one after another, driven by a fervent

willingness to face martyrdom.
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Meanwhile, persecution within Japan grew harsher by the day, and
the number of martyrs continued to increase. Japanese Christians “wrote
of their sufferings and hopes and asked that missionaries be sent to
them as comforters and spiritual guides.”

Among those sent in response were Father Flores of the Dominican
Otder and Father de Zuniga of the Augustinian Order. In June 1620,
they “sailed from Manila aboard the ship of a Japanese Christian named
Joaquim Dias, otherwise known as Hirayama Jochin.”

The previous year, the Dutch and English had temporarily brought
their struggle for colonial supremacy in the East Indies to a close and
agreed instead to confront their common enemies, Portugal and Spain.
This arrangement was embodied in the treaty concluded in London on
July 7, 1619, between the English East India Company and the Dutch
East India Company.

Kawachiura, Hirado, where Hirayama Jochin’s vermilion-seal ship was brought
after being captured by a joint Dutch-English defense fleet.



To return to Hirayama Jochin: after leaving Manila with Father
Flores aboard, his ship was forced by a storm to put in at Macao and
eventually reached waters off Taiwan.

“There they encountered a vessel called the Elizabeth, a dispatch
ship belonging to the fleet cruising off Macao.”

The Elizabeth was one of the vessels belonging to the joint Anglo-
Dutch fleet organized under the treaty just mentioned. When its crew
discovered men aboard Jochin’s ship who appeared to be missionaries,
they seized the vessel. The missionaries were eventually handed over by
the Dutch to the Tokugawa authorities. In August 1622, together with
Jochin, they were martyred by being burned at the stake.

This, in outline, was the Hirayama Jochin Incident, known in Japan
as the “Dutch Act of Loyalty” (Oranda Gochusetsu).

Of all the parties involved, it was perhaps the Dutch who made the
most skillful use of the incident. They exploited it to deal a serious blow
both to Japanese Red Seal ship merchants and to the Portuguese.

On September 8, 1620, representatives of the Dutch and English
trading posts jointly submitted a lengthy petition to the shogunate.
They asked that “His Majesty [Shogun Hidetada] henceforth grant no
passports or licenses whatsoever to Japanese vessels bound for Luzon
or Macao.”

Their argument was that voyages to those places benefited only
Portugal, Spain, and certain Japanese merchants, while causing considerable
harm to the shogun’s realm and cities. Moreover, they claimed:

“So long as voyages from Japan to Luzon and Macao continue, as

His Majesty himself will understand, no matter how strictly they are

184



investigated and prohibited, there can be no end to the bringing of
padres from those places into Japan.”

There were good reasons why the Dutch regarded the Portuguese
and Japanese overseas merchants with such hostility.

At the time, the greater part of Japan’s foreign trade consisted
of the trade in Chinese raw silk. Direct trade between Japan and
China had been disrupted by the activities of the wako pirates, and
it was the Portuguese who took advantage of the resulting gap. With
their base at Macao on the Chinese coast, Portuguese merchants
transported Chinese raw silk to Japan and reportedly earned annual
profits averaging between approximately 1.5 and 2.1 million ducats.
Their profit margins were said to be “never less than fifty percent, and
generally around seventy-five percent.”

Japanese merchants also participated in the Macao trade by
entrusting capital to Portuguese traders. At the same time, they
themselves sailed to Cochinchina, Luzon, and other parts of Southeast
Asia. Working closely with the Japanese communities that had sprung
up throughout the region, they came to dominate the trade in raw silk
and local products to such an extent that, in some places, merchandise
could scarcely be obtained without passing through Japanese hands.

The Dutch, for example, complained about the activities of Japanese
merchants in Cochinchina:

“Trade here is exceedingly poor, for when these Japanese arrive, the
market deteriorates and the prices of all commodities rise.”

For the Dutch, who had entered the Japan trade relatively late,

the Portuguese and Japanese overseas merchants were therefore their
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greatest commercial rivals. The petition to the shogunate mentioned
above was intended to remove both of these competitors.

Moreover, the Hirayama Jochin Incident provided powerful support
for the Dutch and English argument. Their petition may therefore be
regarded as having exerted no small influence upon the shogunate’s
subsequent foreign policy.

During the heyday of Portuguese trade, being a Christian could virtually
serve as a passport to overseas commerce and as a means of securing its
profits. By this time, however, Christian affiliation had become something
that could inflict a fatal blow upon a Japanese merchant.

Using the prohibition of Christianity as its justification, the
shogunate began imposing increasingly severe restrictions not only

upon the Portuguese but also upon Japanese participation in overseas
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The Taiwan Incident of 1628. Following a dispute over customs duties, Hamada
Yahei, a retainer of Suetsugu Heizd, seized the Dutch trading post in Taiwan.
(Bankoku Shinwa, collection of the Printing Museum, Tokyo.)



trade. Yet the resentment of Japanese merchants toward these
isolationist measures was not directed primarily at the shogunate itself.
Instead, it turned toward the Dutch and toward Christianity.

To Japanese Red Seal ship merchants, the Dutch—who appealed
to the shogunate to abolish the Red Seal ship trade by emphasizing
the Christian threat—must have appeared as an enemy that first had
to be overcome.

The conflict between the Japanese Red Seal merchants and the
Dutch East India Company eventually came into the open over
the question of customs duties in Taiwan. It developed into the
confrontation between Suetsugu Heizo and Pieter Nuyts known as the
Taiwan Incident.

At the same time, despite the prohibition of Christianity, Catholic
priests continued to slip into Japan one after another. Each time
the shogunate tightened its control over trade under the pretext of
suppressing Christianity, the resentment felt by Japanese merchants
toward Christians grew still stronger.

It was under these circumstances that one merchant after another
renounced Christianity, and from among them emerged men such as
Suetsugu Heizo, who became an exceptionally severe persecutor of
Christians.

A detailed consideration of the Taiwan Incident must be left for
another occasion. Let us now turn to a closer examination of the
relationship between trade and the growing anti-Christian sentiment of

the period.
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Trade and Persecution

On August 6, 1612—the seventeenth year of Keicho—the Tokugawa
shogunate officially proclaimed its first prohibition of Christianity:

“The followers of the padres are hereby forbidden. Should any
violate this prohibition, they shall not escape punishment.”

Two years later, in 1614, Christians were gathered in Nagasaki,
and in November many were expelled to Manila and Macao. All the
churches in Nagasaki were also destroyed. From this point onward,
Japan entered an age of Christian persecution.

Following the Hirayama Jochin Incident, the persecution grew
increasingly severe, and numerous forms of torture and execution were
employed with extraordinary cruelty: burning over a slow fire, torture
in the volcanic springs of Unzen, drowning, suspension in a pit, and
sawing with bamboo. The list seems almost endless.

A detailed account of
the torture at the Unzen
hot springs was left by
Reyer Gysberts.

At night, prisoners
were confined in small
huts through which the

steam from the hot springs

readily penetrated.

The Torture of Christians at the Unzen “Hells,”
as depicted in Montanus’s Japan (1680).



“During the day, the prisoners were placed beside the boiling water,
which was slowly poured over their entire bodies with a small ladle, while
they were repeatedly asked whether they would renounce their faith.”

When a prisoner became too weak, “a skilled physician was called
to treat him, and once he was judged to have recovered, the same
torture was resumed.” It was said that very few could endure this
treatment for three days.

The man who devised this form of torture was Matsukura
Shigemasa. He also recommended that Takenaka Shigeyoshi, the
Nagasaki magistrate, employ the same method.

Takenaka Shigeyoshi arrived in Nagasaki as the new magistrate on
July 27, 1629. From that time onward, he resorted to every conceivable
form of cruelty in an effort to eradicate Roman Catholic Christianity.

One contemporary account states:

“It was said that an apostasy gave him great pleasure. Had he
succeeded in capturing a missionary, he would have continued such
methods of torture until the man renounced his faith.”

In May of that same year, Matsukura Shigemasa had the necks and
arms of seven Japanese Christians sawn with bamboo saws at Takaki.
Shigemasa was probably the first—and perhaps the last—to employ
such a method against Christian believers.

Yet Matsukura Shigemasa had not always been hostile toward Christians.
In his earlier years, in fact, he had shown them considerable sympathy.

In 1621, for example, when a Jesuit priest was arrested, the arrest had
been kept secret, and “the new lord of Arima, Lord Bungo, who was

gentle by nature, thought that the matter might simply be concealed
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from the shogunate.”

Furthermore:

“He had a good house prepared as a prison for the priest and
allowed him the freedom to celebrate Mass, receive Christians, and hear
their confessions.”

How, then, could Shigemasa, once described as “gentle by nature,”
later devise the torture of Christians in the volcanic springs of Unzen
and order believers to be sawn with bamboo?

What can account for these two seemingly opposite faces of the
same man?

Regarding Shigemasa’s earlier sympathy toward Christians, Léon
Pages offers a revealing explanation: “For he was intent upon trade with
the Philippines and Macao.” In other words, Pages attributed Shigemasa’s

attitude toward Christianity to his interest in overseas commerce.

After the Christian daimyd Arima Harunobu was deprived of his domain, Matsukura
Shigemasa of Yamato became lord of Shimabara. Hinoe Castle in Arima, shown
here, was the first castle he occupied after taking control of the domain.



Before Christianity was prohibited, the Jesuits played an important
role in Portuguese trade with Japan. Their influence was so great that
“almost all Japanese believed that, without the priests, the Japanese
could not trade with the Portuguese.”

Seen in this light, Shigemasa’s earlier sympathy toward Christians
becomes understandable.

The apostasy of Suetsugu Heizo had its roots in much the same
circumstances.

Heizo’s father was Cosme Kozen, a member of the Kimura family of
Hirado, the family that had once provided lodging for Francis Xavier.
From this same distinguished Christian family came Sebastian Kimura,
the first Japanese to be ordained a Catholic priest.

Heizo himself was originally a Christian and had received the
baptismal name Joao. He renounced Christianity in order to obtain
the position of Nagasaki deputy administrator. In the struggle for that
office, he came into conflict with the former deputy administrator of
Nagasaki, Murayama To6an. Heizo denounced To6an as a Christian,
abandoned the faith himself, and in time became a persecutor of the
very religion to which he had once belonged.

Thereafter:

“He began an intensive search to arrest members of the religious
orders and went so far as shamelessly to try to persuade many of them
to apostatize.”

The Dominican missionary Orfanel, describing the numerous acts
of torture and destruction of churches that took place in Nagasaki,

wrote that “Heizo was involved in all of them,” testimony to the extent
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of his role in the persecution.

As long as overseas trade remained closely connected with Christian
missionary activity, men such as these had reason to be sympathetic
toward Christianity. But once the rigorous enforcement of the
prohibition of Christianity came to mean restrictions upon overseas
trade as well, their position could no longer remain the same.

The result was a striking reversal.

The “Lord of Arima, gentle by nature,” became the man who
devised the torture of Christians in the volcanic springs of Unzen. And
from the distinguished Christian Kimura family, whose connection
with Christianity reached back to the time of Francis Xavier, emerged
the apostate Suetsugu Heizo6 Masanao—a man who would himself

become a persecutor of Christians.

A Certificate of Apostasy from Christianity. The former Jesuit Cristévao Ferreira, known
after his apostasy as Sawano Chian, appears as the principal witness, together with
Gotd Ryodjun and Araki Rydhaku (the former Jesuit priest Thomas Araki).



Bonds of Trade

As we have seen, Suetsugu Heizo, Takenaka Shigeyoshi, and
Matsukura Shigemasa may be regarded as three of the principal figures
responsible for the persecution of Christians in and around Nagasaki.
At the same time, however, they were also leading participants in
Nagasaki’s overseas trade, and commerce itself formed a bond that
closely connected them with one another.

Evidence of their relationships can be found in English and Dutch
records introduced by Dr. Seiichi Iwao in his Studies in the History of
the Red Seal Ship Trade.

For example, the log of the English ship Bull, on its return voyage
from Japan to Batavia by way of waters near the Philippine Islands,
records:

“March 2, 1622. This day we encountered a Japanese junk belonging to
Lord Bungo, magistrate of Nagasaki, and Lord Heizo, sailing for Manila.”

The entry indicates that Matsukura Shigemasa and Suetsugu Heizo
were jointly involved in dispatching a Japanese vessel to Manila.

There is similar evidence concerning Takenaka Shigeyoshi. A letter
dated December 14, 1629, from the head of the Dutch trading post at
Hirado states:

“This vessel sailed for Cambodia, but according to common report
it carried no pass from the Emperor and possessed only a permit issued

by Lord Uneme.”
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Another letter, dated March 15, 1631, reports:

“By order of the Lord of Hirado, we issued a pass to the vessel
[departing from Nagasaki], although the ship already carried a pass
from Takenaka Uneme, the Nagasaki magistrate.”

These records suggest that Takenaka Shigeyoshi was privately issuing
his own trading permits to vessels that possessed no official Red Seal
license from the shogunate—in other words, that he was apparently
involved in unauthorized trade.

The same sources suggest that the Matsuura family of Hirado
was also involved. A further record makes it clear that Matsukura
Shigemasa, too, participated in such trade. In 1630 it was reported:

“Around the middle of December, two junks sailed for Manila, an
occurrence that is exceedingly rare. . . . One of the junks was fitted out
by the Lord of Arima [Matsukura Shigemasal, who is said to be a great
persecutor of Christians in Japan, and was manned by Japanese. The
other sailed from Nagasaki with Indian sailors and five or six Chinese
and Japanese aboard. . . . Like all the other vessels, these junks carried
no pass from the Shogun. Instead, as with many ships sailing to other
regions, both departed carrying passes issued by Lord Uneme. Time
will tell what consequences may follow.”

These vessels were dispatched in connection with Matsukura
Shigemasa’s plan for an expedition against Luzon, a subject to which
we shall return shortly. For the moment, however, it is worth noting
the close relationship revealed here between Takenaka Shigeyoshi and
Matsukura Shigemasa.

The bonds of trade linking these persecutors extended still further,
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reaching into the highest levels of the Tokugawa government itself.

Among the roja, the senior councillors who stood at the summit of
the shogunate’s administration, there were apparently men who also
had connections with the Nagasaki trade. Dutch records concerning
the death of Suetsugu Heizo cast deep suspicion upon members of the
shogunate’s highest councils.

As Heizo approached death, he reportedly:

“began to make a confession, accusing the senior councillors, the
Lord of Hirado, the Lord of Arima, and many other high officials. . .
. He lamented bitterly that these high officials had been the cause of
his ruin and of the evil deeds he had committed; that he had merely
been used as their instrument; and that for this reason God was now

punishing him severely.”

-

While Matsukura Shigemasa was lord of the Gojo domain in Yamato, he was
praised as an able ruler for achievements such as establishing Gojo Shinmachi,
and a monument was even erected in his honor in Gojo, Nara. After his transfer
to Shimabara, however, he imposed harsh rule upon the peasants and became
one of the principal causes of the Shimabara Rebellion.



The senior councillors
consequently had him confined as
a madman.

According to the same
account:

“This measure was taken so
that their associates would not
fall under suspicion and so that
no difficulties would arise before
the Shogun. For although the
Shogun had strictly forbidden

P “ the councillors to interfere or

Fort Santiago, Manila engage in trade in any way, such
dealings had secretly taken place year after year, as they had through the
late Lord Heizo.”

This source does not explicitly refer to unauthorized overseas trade.
Nevertheless, it suggests that Heizo maintained commercial ties not
only with the Matsukura and Matsuura families but even with senior
officials of the Tokugawa shogunate.

In December of that same year, 1630, Matsukura Shigemasa died.
His death came shortly after a military reconnaissance vessel had
departed for the Philippines in preparation for the expedition to Luzon
that he himself had proposed.

The plan was based upon the idea that Catholic missionaries were
the advance guard of a possible foreign military invasion. By arousing

a sense of external danger, Shigemasa sought to justify an attack upon
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Luzon, regarded as a major base of Christianity in the region.

Seen from another perspective, however, the proposed expedition
may also be understood as a final attempt to eradicate Christianity—
regarded as one of the principal reasons for Japan’s movement toward
national seclusion—and thereby redirect a shogunate already turning
inward toward a policy of outward expansion.

In this sense, the proposed expedition against Luzon might be
regarded as the logical culmination of the relationship between the two
forces examined throughout this essay: trade and persecution.

But as noted above, Shigemasa died before his plan could be carried
out. The project was left suspended and ultimately came to nothing.

Japan instead moved steadily toward the age of national seclusion.

Conclusion

The year 1632 marked a major turning point in Japan’s foreign trade
and foreign policy.

That year, Tokugawa Hidetada died, bringing to an end the dual
structure of authority shared between the retired shogun Hidetada
and the reigning shogun Iemitsu. Hidetada’s death also brought about
the dissolution of the political circle surrounding him and the rise of
Iemitsu and his own close advisers.

As a result, the foreign policy of the Tokugawa government,

which until then had followed a complicated and often inconsistent
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course, began to move decisively in a single direction: toward national
seclusion.

In 1633, the first of the major seclusion edicts was issued. Around
the same time, Takenaka Shigeyoshi was dismissed from his position as
Nagasaki magistrate. The following year, in the second month of Kan’ei
11 (1634), he was ordered to commit seppuku at Kaizenji Temple in
Asakusa for misconduct committed during his tenure as magistrate.

Thus, all three men who had stood prominently at the forefront
of Japan’s overseas trade died or fell from power before the system of
national seclusion was brought to completion.

What they left behind was a legacy of dark suspicions surrounding
Japan’s early modern overseas trade—and the enduring stigma of their

role as persecutors of Christians.
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These quiet words were written in the early autumn of
2026, from Koryd, a small town in Nara Prefecture,
located near the heart of Japan's Kii Peninsula—

34°32" North, 135°45" East.
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